Coming Up
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“Rosie the Riveter,” “Tokyo Rose,”
“Back to Bataan” and “Remember
Nanjing” are phrases and names that
resonate for many Americans who
lived through World War II. Asian
Americans and their families have
special stories to tell about that war.
With the 50th anniversary of the
war’s end, the Museum of Chinese in
the Americas is sponsoring pro-
grams, reunions, and a conference as
part of a groundbreaking project to

open the dialogue
about Asian
American experi-
ences and dilemmas
of the war years —
when some were
allies and others were
seen as enemies of
the United States.
Whether you were
in the armed forces
or served as a volun-
teer for war relief,
you probably remem-
ber internment
camps, deportation,
and imprisonment for
war resisters. You
may have waited for
a brother or sister,
son or young hus-
band to return safely.
If you were still in
Asia you may
remember invasions,
bombings, and dis-
placement from
home. For those who
lived through it, the
experiences of that
time have never left

—the friendships,
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the fears, the defeats, the victories.
The National Endowment for the
Humanities, the New York State
Council on the Arts, the New York
City Department of Cultural Affairs
and the New York Council for the
Humanities have enthusiastically
granted support for the Museum’s
program of historical reunions of vet-
erans and war relief volunteers,
music and literary performances, and
screenings of rare and provocative

films on the war.
Project coordinator
Adrienne Cooper,
Vernon Takeshita and
Eric Tang are working
with community
groups to place pro-
grams in New York,
Jersey City,
Philadelphia, Boston
and Washington, D.C.
The series will begin
with an historic
reunion for Chinese
American veterans of
the armed services and

- volunteers of war relief

organizations.
Professor K. Scott
Wong will lead an
evocative session of
reminiscences and oral
history at the reunion.
Look for a full cal-
endar of events in
1996. Call the
Museum’s program
director, Adrienne
Cooper, if there are
stories, photographs or
mementos you would
like to share with us.

New York's Chinese at
War, Office of War
Information, 1943,
National Archive.
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Freedom:

The Art of
the Golden

Venture
Refugees

On June 6, 1993 the ship Golden
Venture ran aground off Rockaway,

Queens. It had been carrying a

human cargo of some 300 Chinese

men and women, who have since

“I made a boat of
paper because |

was a helmsman (in
China). Duringthe

Democratic

Movement in 1989

| took some stu-

dents on my boat to
join the protesters.

After crushing the

student movement,
the police looked for

me everywhere. |
wasn't able to go
back to my home.

Two years later | got
to the U.S.A. at last.

| thought | could
stay in this liberal
country, but never
. knew that | would

be in jail for a long

time.”

—Detained immigrant

been detained by the U.S.
Immigration and
Naturalization Service in
jails along the East Coast.

In 1996, the Museum of
Chinese in the Americas
will exhibit for the first
time the unique and mov-
ing folk art created by over
50 incarcerated Chinese
immigrants.

- During the three years
of waiting for immigration
hearings, the Chinese
refugees at the York
County Jail in
Pennsylvania have fought
the frustration and idleness
of detention by creating
over 10,000 intricate
works of folded paper and
papier-mache art as well
as poems and prose writ-
ings reflecting on their
condition. These works
testify to the strength of
the human spirit, and res-
onate with the ongoing
story of Chinese American
history. Following its

installation at the Museum, the show

will travel to museums in

Pennsylvania and New Jersey.

Did You Know?

“Farewell My
Concubine,

the film by director Chen
Kaige, was banned twice as
China was seeking interna-
tional support to be the host
of the Olympic games in the
year 2000. China eventually
lost its bid to Australia,
Farewell My

Concubine” went on to

while *

share the top prize at the

Cannes Film Festival with

“The Piano.”

And, on the topic of
movies, but closer to
home: the 1940 adver-
tisement for the film
“Charlie Chan, Alibi
Suspect” shows how
wartime movies charac-
terized ethnic minorities.
The Museum’s “Allies
and Enemies” program
series will examine how
such film stereotypes
affected Asian Americans
on the homefront and in
military service. The pro-
gram will also promote
community dialogue on
the complex relations
among Asian American
communities during the

war.




