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| BOSTON COMHMON IN FRONT OF THE
MASSACHUSETTS STATE CAPITOL. A
LARGE CROWD MAS GATHERED FoR A
RALLY...

h /0

REMEMBER, WE ARE HERE TO

TALK TO THE STATE [EGISLATORS,

| 70 PRESENT 60R DEMANDS,

| WE ARe ASIANS FRoM MANY

| DIFFERENT ROOTS. SOME OF US
HAVE BEEN HERE SEVERAL

ITE] GEMERATIONS, SOME OF US CAME
ChLf LAST MONTH, BUT WE ARG
AL HERE IN THE LNITED STATES,

N @1\% AND, INTHE VS., WEHAVE cuR  [ST0P :
R\ Gk, weAre Here peosuse AT |
JWE KNOW THESE RIGHTS, AND Itioie—={PEENT
| BECAUSE WE Wit NeT HAVE HOUS (R
THESE RIGHTS ~TAKEN AWAY |44 FOR

L ALL' K

FRoM! US...

4\ | THEM DIVIDE AND TURN LS AGAINST

BACH CTHER. WE ASIANS, Atl SHARE
d A COMMON EXPERIENCE |N AMERKA

AND WE MUST WORK TOGETHER.

9| X B TR TERIESK
7% ""?r?ﬁ
B @A TN
) AR
mfh‘“./ . _ﬂ.&‘l.@/‘ 3“
# gz & o7 7 ///‘
WHAT DOES SHE MEAN BY THAT? } : !
WE COME FROM DIFFERENT ac A
COUWITRIES AND AT DIFFERENT k ‘&

TIME . HOW CAN SHE SAY

WE ARE ALL THE SAME 2 44 3
= N- Ly % 7,
- 1‘:.:‘! ;‘ - 7 >
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N | THINK SHE MEANT
THAT MANY PEOPLE
LOOK AT AL ASIANS
AS BEING THE SAME.

v v

(BT THAT ISN'T TRUE. YOU |
CHINESE HAVE T EASY. YOU
HAVE A WHOLE COMMUNITY

GEHIND YO0. | PON'T
DNDERSTAND WHY YoOU
NEED TO BE HERE TOOAY.

AND YoU ARE
J OBUIOUSLY VERY




YES, WE MAY HAVE Beal
HERE SEVERAL GENERATIONS,
BUT STltL WE HAVE
BEEN THROLGH CUR SIARE
&~ SUFFERING. YOU
COME HERE AS REFVGEES
AND GET TREATED AS
FRIENDS, WE WERE
BoRN HERE AND WERE
ONCE CLNSIDERED 45
ENEMIES . &3

(WHY DO YPU AIWAYS OMETIMES 1
TALK OF CHINESE OR 57,/52:”2
JAPANESE.  WE [NDIANS NOTHIN G
Emum ge| |nove
7 T Y¥T
AGAINST 1S CIN BE i /E;OD() You
EVEN STRONGER . JUST AAvE
78 ZARIT

‘

3,
\’ ' b . : v.‘p&' r’cgy‘{i R }“A /,‘
7 UNDERSTAND 05 | Q2 A4 R / O X ’&,;701" (y“.ﬂ

YOUNG PELAE. Yeu " S
s| ARE ALMAYS SO & 7 ‘60'» }u fg,
o] TTRATVE TRING T\ A o’”
70 KEEP TRADITIONAL ) & A
R \.\ A VALUES EVEN IF THEY ‘ :
.Q NO LoN GBR WORK. .

é%n?'g RN
i N\

(Vov cav'7 )
UNDERSTAN D
THE KIND OF
PRESSURE YoU
PUT US YOUNG
PEOPLE UNDER !

WELL, THAT’S NOT EXACTLY
TRUE. WHEN [wAs A

YBONGSTER DURING TfE'
SECOND WORLD WAR, |

WAS RedlLy ReeLLipus.. Y]
P ey ™ —-J




(1 REMEMBER 1941, | WAS 15, MY )
FAMILY WORKED A LITRE FRUIT
AND VEGETARE FARM IN SAN
FERNANDO VAKEY., BY CALIFoR-
NIA LAWDAD COWDN'T OWN
ANYLAND. WE WERE TENANT
FARMERS, WORKED HARD AND
SCRAPED ENOVGH TO GET BY._ |




DECEMBER TTH — MY : Z
OLDER BROTHER MIKE, ] ; %
UTIE SISTER FUMIKO '\ 0 , Lo
| AND | HELPED MY = >
PARENTS PICK AND B | | R = i

Box STRAWBERRIES
FOR THE MARKET

>
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JAPANESE PLANES FROM | e
AIRCRAFT CARRIERS
BOMBED FEARL HARBOR
IN A SNEA K ATIACK .. .
TJOTAL DEVASTATION . . .
U.S.S . ARIZoNA SUNK WiTH | &5
Ll AL HaNDs ABoarp. US. RI%
DECLARES WAk A DAY 4
OF INFAMY ...

,
/&

;gl!flmgi\\ﬂ.\g:gg o
22 WO N -

{

/( | AM SIGNING TODAY - .

-l'-mlﬂh"cﬂéf.

(THE RIGHT OF ANY
PERSON TO ENTER, REMAIN
IN, OR LEAVE SHALL BE
SUBJECT To RESTRICTIONS
THE SECRETARY OF WAR
OR. THE APPROFRUTE MILIARY
COMHANDER MAY IMPSE. )

Za

 EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. Q066
TO ARESCRIBE MILITARY AREAS
IN SUCH RACES FRoM
WH ICH ANY OR ALL PERSONS
MAY BE EXCLUPED...




TWO MONTHS LATER ~ WE WERE GIVEN ORDERS T0 JEAVE
OQURMOMES. WE HAD TEN DAYS 70 PACK AND To SBL AlL
OUR THINGS THE SIREETS WERE SWARMING WITH PFOPLE
PICKING OVER OUR HOMES AND STORES LIKE VULTURES .
MOMS PIANO WENT For 420.

NS

4
o
£
)
1Y A
v
iy

WE WERE BUSSED TO TANFORAN RACE TRACK. THEY

ol WHITEWASHED THE STABLES AND CONVERTED THEM INTO
A RELOCATION CENTER FOR JAPANESE AND AMERICANS
OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY .
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HORSE IMANURE
ANP HORSE
SWEAT. -
Bl | 0 3 ’J How CAN |
‘ g SUEEP WITH
— I J THIS SHELL!
& L ? ] 3
- \ W THEY THINK WE'RE
‘ ZW%A% .TW£;_RE NO
' NO ! ONGER THE TODAS
o e WERE FAMILY 10369,
(THEY'RE AL _ e
BROKEN. MOM . 5
YOUR BEST L : : 7
CHINA. MY 5 | e
PORCELAIN TR 2.
DolL LOS . \
(HER ARM. 3 .
o 0. BN
AlL WE HavE | ToLD YoU NOT 7o PACK
LEFT IN THE o| 7HAT STVFF. WE SHOVLD
WORLD. \ "1§ HAVE LEFT 17 ALL BEHIND .4 Z

n A
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ONE MONTH LATER, MIKE HAD
ENOUGH OF TANFORAN. ONE WAY
70 GET AWAY FROM THE CAMP FORA
FEW IMONTHS WAS TO VOLUNTEER AS
A BEET PICKER. IN OrREXN .

MIKE, YOU'RE RUNNING
NORTH AND AWAY FROM
YOUR. PROBLEMS. =

I'D RATHER. PICK BEETS IN OREGON .
THAN DANDELIONS IN THE FLOOR — ) E=———mm
CRACKS. BESIDES IM HELPING THE , : T
WAR EFFORT, MoM.

Youv'vE SCRUBBED
AlL. DAY AND
NIGHT, AND...

. WHOSE WAR IS IT?
> IIL b YoU SHOULD BE HERE
S ‘ WITH THE FAMILY, e
S : MAKING THIS 4 BETTE
N[ | A PLACE TO LIVE.
\ = HL ' e o
THIS STAGLE? [T STHL

STNKS OF
HORSE |

' NAA/(/KE.

YoUR RLACE Is WITHUS, YOU
SHOULD HELP ME WrtH THE JAPANESE
GARDEN. FUMIKO'S BEEN COLECTING

L\ DRIFT woop AND ROCKS ...

FORGET THE GARDEN
THAT'S THE KIND OF
THING THAT DRAWS
ATTENTION 0 US.

DOCTOR'S DRDERS!? REMEMBER

How HE WOUD NEVER ToucH

\ A DRoP EXCEPT ON hgw };sz

maSRp—— DAY AND THE JAPWESE PIcNI<

'/////{/”/_/4% g HE SAT
Z . s A Y o S <7

o
%
7

%

%

5
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B

V/I V07 77 LR LLLL//d

A WHere pID A N g )N i
d A 75 I | 9<% 4 ¥
A come mrom? AN Vg | KT t,, %

D mmm— 8 Y s i
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s 1T's AMAZING HOW MUCH Yvﬂ
e R Wwnalll a1/ GET USED TO. FRETTY SOON
y WL AlL BE SAYING THAT |
S &7 . NOTH/NG’S ABNORMAL HERE. THE |
g X / 6| s R4 TiRoVGH THE RooE, THE | —1 |
’ 3 2 GRASS THROUGH THE [PLooR |
7 : _GEr BOARDS, MR KAKU'S GARGLES |
\7 ' THROUGH  THE WALL. WHAT DO | |
5 , THE OLD FOLKS ALWAYS SA ng |
N : | : ‘
P 7 e 4 ! W=, \
v LI U}

72 (117 canrr 8€
| HELPED" BUT
THIS IS ONE

LAST NIGHT | WENT 70 THE
LAVATORIES AT MIDNGHT 4
THE SGARCHLIGHTS
FOLLOWED ME AlL

THE WAY THERE AND §

=
"!-"'-/‘ @& [ -

ToME ON DAD, WHEN IT
‘RE
3 LOOR AT US AAYING UP
- , ~\ 70 HAKU)INS ANP
- | L0OKING DOWN ON : a4
: i \ 3] [ _everrpne  ELSE. 4

; 'A)AP'S A)AP' - THAT'S HOW THEY SEE VS - /
) YOU CAN FEEL /00% OR 200% AMERICAN IFYOU
| ( ‘ WANT, BUT YoU'tL AwWAYs (00K Like A JAP YZ4R
A AMD THAT's WHAT MATIERS. «

12
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{1 Few DAY LameR ] j{////l'
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WORRY ABOUT. JUST THE
CONTRABAND SEARCH.
SAUS, KNIVES, RADIOS?

7 R

tg‘

USTEN, SON, ma
GREAT COUNTRY oF
YOURS H4s 4 LAW
THAT DOESN'T LET

-\, (Yov FolKS SURE ARENT
=) poiNGg MUCH 70 HELP
K\ 7HE WAR EFFokT.

NOTHING LIKE =

7 ly CALIRRNA-STRE |20

\ DG | ACism. THE Glmps | )
Z w7 WEREN'T LOCKED UP...

AR




THE

OFF/CIALS PASSED QUEST7oN 27, THEY AR TE 77 Wilkip)

LOYALTY 70 JOIN THE ARMED FORCES AND
%?Hﬁ EVERYONE 7o QUESTION 2% ASKS IF 1'D RENOVNCE
SIGN. | CAN'T FIGURE | MY JAPAKIESE Cr7rzEenSHIP.

OUT THE [NSTROETIONS 2

)

.0

24

7

S " i *X ‘ l -
JUST DECLARE YOUR LOYALTY T THE U.S.AND :
WELL BE OUT OF HERE AS SOONAS THE WAR IS OVER .

IF You SAr ‘Wo" THEY'lL SHIP YoU VFF YN

70 JAAN OR 70 A SEBRATE CAMP FOR L ol

TROUBLEMAKERS, (ST 1T ABITERRLY NP
OAD, TO [T THE PoTitE?

=y

EASY FOR YoU T SAY. YOU WERE
BorN HERE. You iRE AN AMERILAN

l"’//
<)
NS Crrizen. 7Y ieve adiowied THE \B

DOt BN (55E ToRE aNZENS. |F | ANWER PASOBER AND
%\ [3"'YEs"" ON COUESTION 28, | 'LL. DIE
a2t

oN
7’ WITHOUT 4 COoUNTRY., iy N | QvesTions §

+

2, ‘s -
A, R > A \2z4v02¢8
'//IJ/./-L Mg i e e gl BT - - — —

(THEGASTARD!  'le BE OFF)
A GHTING IN [TRLY OR.
B | 4P anp you'LL AL BE
LOCHKED VP [N TULE LAKE
WITH THE DISLoYALS.
YOU ARE LETIING A
STUPID Ol MAN RVIN
YOUR LVES IN A MOMENT
\ 0F ORYNKEY BR&VADD. |

WA

\

W ~J\¥

S A _x§

S/

WitL V'se YOU As
CANON FODDER.

pury. M Jowre \| ¥ (Y YOU'LL COHE BACK.

IN A UITILE To38T ? , ‘ LEAD, DRCRIPZED AND.. .

Yz i) e
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A THE FOPO INTDP12, | WAS ST1eL GlHD |

e 2

—

WILTER, 1994 TULE LAKE
SEGREGATION CENTER. -

EvEr THOUGH THE LAVATIRIES STANK
AND THE 0D THERE WAS WERSE THN

DAD SAID “No-No*™ 70 THE .S
! SOINED THE RADKEALS (N THE
[10R0KD. A GROUP THAT 2P MPANESE
ARMY STYLE ECEROSES (N THE 7Y
AND BEAT UP TNV OR INFORIRS |
A7 NUGHT. THE ARMY CFTEN
ROLLED IN WITH TANK'S AND TERR
GAS . HUNPRELS OF MY mﬂmﬂl_}f
WERE PRODPEPR wi
BAYNETS AND HORDED
[N THE 4
STOCKADE. A
SPONFIL OF
RicE A DAY
AND NOONE
ALLowED 7O
S€6 His
WIFE OR-
KIbS.

7

7

v

7

W

%] a2 4}
D ','(r.u»:« M‘é’
O\ 2
AVY 4
) Aca dlr,Y

. THE AMERIAN LEGION AND
THE NATWVE SONs AND DAVGHTERS
OF GOLDEN WEST WitL ST SAT

N :
U AND SRATe YOUR g
////}/ i FE THE HOMR RotL w"s\ :
aAME O ROLL-. 7
{/u///h%’ﬂanwxxlﬂ'/m- 7% ‘

T
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| WONDERED WHAT MIKE WAS
GO To SAY 4BOUT THAT, HE
WAS COMING HOME ON [ LAVE..

d W)
!

: 0727 MG 175 (5 MY LAST CuP THEN
(TGIWES ME A | G = XK) 1/ GorNg To WASH VP. |
CHANCE T GET ' ‘ il &% ]\ | DON'T WAT HM 70

THE SUsH! READY.
[3)

l {(’f;"’ f‘\ﬁ“ WA | /00 HE 184 STURR |
) l;’i ™= | k-

ALz
-

gl | FOUND HiM  ( Youv keer
WD HE GANG | \bove THeSE
PAINTING MR. THINGS AND
ONHAGIWARA'S | | THEY L Loek
You UP-IN

SN

NN

A
N




MIKE MADE A MAK'S
DECISION. HE'S NOT
RUNNING ARDYND
(N A TEENAGE
GANE WITH SHAVED
HEADS, TERRORIZING
ANYONE WHO
DOESN'T THINK

,

=

=

_
% _
‘ _

o

/ PEVER MIND. HE

AN OLD DRUNKARD,

/.rr—‘ \ ¥ /

,s a
RIGHT. 1'VE mmrj
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Look So
HERoIC !

), (HAPPENED?

Pk ‘waren W I

| GoT 700 CLOSE
0 A GERMAN
GRENADE. [TLL

AR%

5 g /,

" & ’ {4-.;/ x

r 2 T o ¢
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v 5 /’ ,/
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W, N
I, M DN, N
B

Hey, WHERE'S MY KID BROTHER?
WHAT'S WiTH THE SHAVED HEAD ?

X&)/'VE HEARD OF THE HOKOKO. IVE

GARD You Coutp Al BE
WW\

TAKE A LobK ARDUND TULE LAE, )
MIKE. THE LITILE KIDs RUN AROUND
BAREF0OT. THE 0lD FoLKS HAVE
. THE TANKS, THE
AND THE STOCKADES.

DNETS
WHAT ARE WE IF NOT ALRGADY
UNDER OCCUPATION?

A,
s

%V

SEARCH . AT LEAST
IT's NoT oFF A




WHAT WERE YoU AGHTING FOR,
MIKE? "ONE NATIiON INDIVSIBLE
With LUBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL?"

LEVNY, STOP IT. MIKE'S

HOME ...AND NoT Too |

BADLY HURT... THAT'S
WHAT MATTERs.

i)
!

PR ., &) 3
“/- (f} 4 -
v, B
A %.°) ;
NN
-© 7, 4

s

7 o IO 78 Tl %‘
A ,_/¢—-n-:u:1;.ﬂ'll‘ ;.?‘. i

ITS A TERRIBLE

|\ PLACE MIKE.

YESTEROAY YouR
FATHER WAS

ATHAckED BY

AN

o

N

N

i
7
/
1

N




(L00kIG BACK, (T WAS DAD'S DEATH THAT
BROVGHT US TOGETHER. WE MOVED TO THE
FAST COAST BECAUSE THEY DIDN'T WANT To FACE
THE RACISM ARD DEAL WITH ALL THE MEMORIES.
SINCE WE LOST AlL OUR BELONGINGS THERE WAS
NOTHING FOR VS IN CALIFDRNIA,  MOM IS
EIGHTY NOW, UVING WITH FUMIKo. SHE WENT
70 JAPAN IN HER SIXTIES, PLANNING T0 STAY, BUr
RETURNED TO THE STATES /N A MONTH, SHE SAID
SHE FECT MORE AT HOME HERE THAN IN JAPAN.

(| WENT TO COWLEGE BUT IT WAS ONLY IN THE mrj
1975'S THAT YOUNG FOLKS STARTED SAYING TRAT IT
WAS IMPORTANT To LEARN ABOUT CUR MISTORY, AND

STARTED A MOVEMENT TO REDRESS THE WRONGS WE

HAD SUFFERED DVRING THE WAR.  MIKE AND |

JOINED FoRCES AND BROVGHT A SUIT AGANST THE

GOVERNMENT T SEEK REARATIONS. OUR CHILDREN

ARE TAKING PART IN THE REDRESS MOVEIENT. SO |

M}omm A LITILE ABOUT WHAT YOU ARE SAYING.

-

/ /'/
/l. ‘l“

YOUNG PEORLE. MY CHILDREN ARE
ASO BECOMING SO AMERICANIZED,
AND [ KEEP WANTING THEM TO KKCW
)| ABOUT CHINESE CLUITURE. | THINK WE
JUST HAVE TO MAKE THE EFFORT TO

Yob MAKE IT SOUND S© )
SIMPLE. BOT THERE ARE So
MANY THINGS | HAVE TO DEAL
WITH. My HMILY's SO TRAD)-
TIONAL . | FIND M \SELF AWAYS
TORN BETWEEN INDIA AND
e~ 4 ) A\ ) | AMERICA. 'ﬁZJm NorE

(e

!




The

Student’s
Story

(A FEW MONTHS AGO, JUST ABOUT THE tnp |
OF THE SCHOOL YEAR, MY FRIEVD )UNG SOON
AND | WERE TALKING, WE WoORKED CLOSELY
TOGETHER )N THE FAN- ASUN STVDENT
MO VEMENT IN ffe cOUEGE. / WAS THE
PRESIDENT OF THE INDIAN STVDENT
ASSOCIATION AND SHE WAS WITH THE
KOREAN STUDENT GROVP. WE WERE
DISCUSSING OUR PLANS FOR ALTER THE
GRADUATION.  BUT 1 Srit. DIDN'T KO W
WHAT 70 DO WiTH My LFE MY PARENTS
WERE PRESSURING ME 7o DO ONE THNG,
Bur | THoLGHT THEtE WAS S0 MycH
THAT | NEEDED TO EXPERIBCE FIRST
[ WAS WORRIED,

56, MonicA, DO

- YOU THINK THE ¢ . 2
PAN-AS (K STVOENT B
ASsoCArtIioN Wik 2 —

SURVIVE THIS 1 pfl £
WJ‘” /0/\/ 7 & . a 2 %:4 C

25
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THE NEW STEERING
COMMITIEE OF THE 2 F =
INDIAN ASSOCIATION (<

WL TAKE OVER AND [— .
NoPERULLY Wik

QONTINVE TO WORK

W wriaT 4BOUT THER
0Ml/ HER/WE ?

F/A/D ovr? B8Y
DOING THING $
R WTH OUR CLuBS
AND WITH
; EAa-/ OTHER .

=
/’///'

///

HOW WE ARE SO DIFFERENT AND YET aamens
w;/#w; S0 HANY .S/M/M/emes

P W Realty Have YES D HOW WEE MyST
LEARNED A LOT' OTHERS_KIJOW ..

You MEW NoT AS SNAKE -
CAHRMEPS OR WAR ORPHNS ...

EXACTLY, WEHAVETD CHANGE
7 X WHAT lsmﬂmv/u THE 7EXT
ALl THEE STEREST VI ES
007»4750 MATERIALS .
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YOU KNOW MONICA, |
THOOGHT KoOREAN
RRENTS WeRE srRict,
T AFTER TALKING
WITH WU GUYS |
GUESS MOST WDianN
PREVTS VT THAT
KIhD oF EXPECTATIDN T
ON THEIR. K1Ds 7o0. | X
S0, [F YoU GET 7p4T
JoB, ARE YOU JHINK -
ING OF Moving ouT?

AL | HEAR FRomM
MYEOLKS 1S HOW 1
SHOULD MEFET /3
| MaN . Sgems Like \__IN ke
s 4 PR v Yol ' X
THE MAIL 0rr A JORN
FRIEND CALLING %4

ABoUT A FRIEND...

NICE  Koke R e
|/

{ - SN b

W¥AT po \VAY U\ JHAT I'M NoT READY. [
.n.‘g_\*ﬁ Vov sav2 /M N3 MEAN, I'M GETTING 4
% 7 / ' PEGREE, A REAL JoB, | WANT
\ .

l i ‘ W.SomE Time ANp space
/ LE 1.2

[ DON'T KNOW... My PARENTS ARENIT MUCH
FOR MY GETTING MY OWN PL4cE
I'VE AlSo BEEN PRETTY SHELTERED ALL-
MY LIFE, 76 Go o) MY OWA) 1T'S A
LITILE SCARY. WHAT ABoUT YOU ?

=~
ke

‘A

.

7 )

3 LVinGg HERE AND

ALWAYS PUJH/Aa
IT’S THE SAME AT
MY HOUSE, THEY
DON'T REALIZE
THAT WE'VE BEN

WoOLDN'T GET

NG WITH
%Y aﬁmv’ﬁf/fr ) STUFFED UP.  THEY EXpFCT

WONEN 70 e SpBSERVIENT
HE BOAT.
CFF THE BoAT ,vp ALWAYS DO A5 THEY WANT.




HEY, JONG S0oN!

& \WAaIT VP! .
4 W B f
24 2 pid

\ \ /

\

Ny
i \
e, 3

N

[ HAVE NO PROBLEM LIKE
THAT WiTH HER. [OOK
[ \R4), /F You LIKE HER,

Go ASK HEee ouy.

QAN AR

el SN

-

)
'/
/ k .
e
] ';7,'/5;.,.. Wi
s Widlits . .. .

i i“!,“ T e
‘317&‘}‘ % & |)usT NoTHING ToO

{ 2 - ) ’:,,
d i A 1 ¢ —

7| MONSTERS AGAIN? SHE
NEVER. HAS TIME FDR
ANY OF HER FRIENDS ...

'd
x
Fis
’N.,
&

FRIENDS. AND s© | 9%

LA, (e HAS 50 HANY
’ INVOLVED...

SF COURSE NoT  |'M PRETTY |

K
| ACTIVE MYSELE, BUT... SHE'S [
JUST SO /IMNDEPENDENT. . .

/ R
J |

%
Z
7

¢

Vi

7
_“r

)

f e )

Vo0 % W 3 \
2
> /

P Ve
» ) 7

/ 4
v /

2

N, A JosT GNEMESOMEY
UL Hore mip Dow'7 K
\WA 217 4Ny ArpenTion
UL 70 THE SWEAT oN
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WHAT'S WRoNG?
YOU' VE NEVER.
BEEN SHY OF
HOLDING  HANDS

===

THERE'RE A LoT
OF INDIAN S
AROUN P,

YOU'RE
NeT

(Y N

— o,
Al

/NDIAN

W) TRADITION TO
» L 1 4 ﬁ”D 4 ,Mgsgn

IS 1T THAT OR. { . ./ e, FOR
(ST 7HAT I\ ) 2 WXy DAUGHTER. |
NOT (NODIAN? | L5 % DON'T WANT 7p
z GET INVOLVED
' AND THEN HAVE
TO BREAK |T OFF, 1

N\

S\K)

WE'RE ALREADY JAKE, | CAN'T MAKE 4
INVOLVED... BUT COMMITHENT, To YU a(\
WHo'S TALKING ANYONE EISE. )'# SORRY,
ABovT MARRI4GE? | DON'T WANT 70 LEAD
IUKE You AND YOU R Bor | Do NEED A
: GOOD FRIEND  RIGHT
) NOW, PLEASE MKE LETS
KEEP |T AT THAT.

2 -" \\
N
N\

<
S

\Y

SN\

N




Hewo., Hi 1'M FINP
RA ?1 How'rell | #owW
(7]

N o ) ee, Sz
ov? J¢
L% FINE, . e ‘é\
g WH47 ,5 7 't\ (R T
= e MoTHING y : ;
/ & s JUST WANTED X
\ ' ABOVT? T )} Yovr \
» r : ;  FAMILY'?

NO. WAIT... UM... [

WANTED 70 KoW |F
8 YOU WERE FREE THIS
WA veekevn, MAYBE WE

| DON'T KNOW... ~70A MOVIE OR A =
['VE A LoT oF _____CvPOF CoFFe€e...

THINGS To DD, g ""v _

REALLY HAVE A
LoT oN MY MIVD
/'L TAKTY You




S0, JUNG SOON,
YoU H4D A TALK

YEAH, HE sEaMs A - FONNY How 1'M
REALY INTEREST T4 ‘ P gerrinvg THAT
A el | FEELING MYSELF.

G

HE'S 1 NDIAN,
NEUL-EDVCATED
NOT BAD-leokang.
ComEes FRom W
A Goopr
FAMILY, YOUR




YOUR AMERICA (S FULL OF PROBLEMS oH
- DRYGS . ALCOHOL, DIVORCE... GRANDHA,

~
—

= [ 1A ]

<\

= NeT ALL
AMERICA 1S
LIKE THAT .
MY FRIENDS
DONT DO
ALL THAT
STUEF.

s

~ 7]
/]

”

4

(HAS ANYONE SEEN TS
ARTICLE ABDVLT [How

BELONGING To AMERICA

JT SAYS THAT AMERICA
HOME, MAKE IT MORE
- RACTIVE.”

i)
i\
{ | KNOW. You MAY
I\ «now r1. Do THEY
WHe WATCH THE
PoOPYLAR MOVIES
KnvowW )T ?

32

1S OvR_
BAATIFUL
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AMERIC HAS briveN

PROFESSIONAL
BoTH FoR Us HAD
AAID FOR oy
WoreN .WoeN |
HAVE THECHoKE 17
OF EITHER STAY-
ING AT HOME

THE MANS QUITE RIGHT 7HOUGH

O
QX
7%

MAKE INDIA
"MORE BEAUTIFUL
AND ATIRACTIVE™
PEOPLE WL
CONTINVE TO
THI/NK INDIA 15
Poer AnD UGl
Wi TH THE CASTE

NN

SN

AN

SSNNS

A -

%

———— T

S




IF WERE IN AMERICA

| WE SHouLD 86 Con-

MI7750 To T AND
BviLp ovr.

(TH47s NOT TRUE, “
A

QRANDMA. | Wit GO
THERE! | AM PROVD 0F
MY HERITAGE. | AM
DEVOTED To THE

| CHINGS OF GANDHJI
YoUR RooTs ARE 76
THOUSANDS YEARS AND | LOVE [NDIAN

DEEP IN [NDIA, CULTURE, BUT | GREW UP

YOUR BIRTH WAS
THERE. SADLY

HERE. ['LL HAVE MY

CAREER. HERE AND

MAYDGE, SOMEDAY, RAISE
Yoo wt NEVER A
KNOW IND4 . MY FAMILY HERE.

(GOD Wil HELP U)s AND
WE WILL ALWAYS HAVE
OUR INDIAN VALUES
AND OVR |NDIAN
CUTURE THERE T
SUPPORT US. /T HAS
SURVIVED ovEr.
THOUSANDS OF YE4RS.

| BAD. WE HAVE TO LEARN FROM THE

SEMETHING IS ALWAG LOST WHEN 7
CHOILES ARE MADE. MoNICA WiLl
RBISE A BAMILY 1HERE, AND SHE LL
ALSD MAKE CHOICE. ~ GooD OR
BAD, TATE OALY Wit TELL, |

AND IT WL BF Herg
FoR TH0USANDS MoRE.

(W HUsTBE 4 PaRT oF
THIS COUNTRY AND

EVERY CUTRE HAVE )75 00D AND )
GOOD AND BEWARE OF THE BAD.




(MY CRANDMDTHER IS A WISE )
WOMAN .
ALWAYS BE &4SY, BOT WE

MUST KEEP TRYING TO MAKE
A COLTURE HERE IN AMERICA

z\'??'/ATOWBE THE BEST OF

THE NEW AND THE ouD.

| GUESS IT WON'T

LIKE YOUR GRAND-
MOTHER [5 WISE.
YOU ARE k&Y LUCKY
THAT You HAVE
SoMEONE THAT CAN
HELP YOU UNDER-

STAND YOUR.
ﬁcuu‘mg AND
PRESERVE |T.

(OUR CULTVRE IS VERY j
IMPORTANT TO US ALSO.
BUT THE CAMBODIAN
CAME TO AMERICA
AS REFUGEES. ESCaPING
THE WAR AND THE KILLING
FIELDS. MANY EDUCATED
PEOPLE WERE KILED ANP
WE COULP BRING ONLY
WHAT WE COULD CARRY
.. OR COVLD REMEMBER.

T BE DOING
PRETTY WELL,
YOU RE WEARING
ASUM. | MEAN
You DON'T
Lock MuH

LUKE THE
REFULEES 1

(Yes, 1T Does ScoND)

Y&, | REMEMBER
SEING IN THE
MEWs ABOUVT THE
MANY HARDSHIPS
TIH] RERVGEES
HAD TO SUYFFER |
BOT (SN'T 1T TRUE
THAT ONCE YOU
ARE HERE, YOU

YEs, MY LIFE HAS GOTIEN )
BEJTER. BUT IT WAS A
STRUGGLE T GET T

WHERE | AM. AND MANY oF
MYy PEOPLE ARE STIL
Sﬂ?ML/Na;J




le 70, WHEN THE WAR IN V/£7NAMW
SPREAD 7O CAMBODIA My FAMILY
HAD TO [EAVE THEIR ANCESTRAL-
VILAGE TO GET QLT OF THE WAY. |
WAS TEN THEN . THE YEARS
FOLLOWING WERE TERRIBLE ONES.
WAR, HUNGER MOVING FROM
PLACE TO PIACE.  WHEN THE
KHMER ROUGE TODK OVER THE
COUNTRY IN 1975 THINGS GOT EVEN
WORSE, THOUSANRS OF PEDFLE
WERE EXELUTED IMANY, MANY
THOVSANDS WERE KIUED MmNy
MANY DIED OF STARVATION, OF
MALTREATMENT AND OF DISEASES,
MY HATHER DEAPPAARED, SO DID MY
TWO SISTERS. | DUG THE GRAVE TO
BURY My TWO BROTHERS Wit A
STICK., MY MOTHER AND | FLED
ACRRSS THE BORPER T
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...7T0 A REFUGEE CAMP. | SPENT
\7He NexT SEvERAL YeaRs THERE,
GROWING UP To 1BE A MAN.

TR
Y/

THEY TOoLD ME ABOUT |

| ATTENDED ENGLISH /

CLASSES AT TH

E CAMP.

LIFE IN THE USA.
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THE ().§ .

OTHER FAMILIES

WERE Ner SO

ABLE TO COME
Llexy, THEY
OF7eN qOT

Lfsf%mnzp.

TOGETHER.

WeRE Leky, AL |

COME TO AMERICA

T SETTLE.

ME THAT MY FavLy
AND | WOULP RE

Going To

IN 1982
CONGRESS PASSED
THE RERNMEE
ASSISTANCE ACT.
THIS LAW
AlloweD
REFUGEES TO
WHEN THEY TOLD
{ AMERIGA | WAS
Overloyed, WE

| MY B WAS

N TS s

[




[ o L |

Bl WE BROUGHT THINGS

=
Z

2

g\ 7HAT WE THOUGHT
[ | WERE VSEFUL LIKE %
DISHES AND POTZ AND .
FORD. THE CFFICIALS &
LAVGHED. THEN WE
B HAD 7O SIGN PAPERS
W& CovlD NoT

38
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WE WERE THEN TAKEN TO AN

ARSRTMENT BUIDING /IN AUSTON-

BRIGHTON WHERE WE WERE

GOING 7o LLE.

LA
AR

1—'.,'

Ente
3

g

5
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1 THE APSRTMENT THEY i
| stowep 05 was Not /// 3

LIKE THE PICTURES. 1L g
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BUT WE WERE HAPPY 4 =
THAT WE HAD A PLACE € FvEsiry,
TOSTAY, AND WE 7’ >
TRIED TD LEARN NEW low| <
WAYS OF LIVING. -
* = N-c -
N
& On

e
T = e

7
G

_’5‘;;'"_/,/‘1'1

(WHEN WE FIRST Movgp-rﬂ
THE APARTMENT, THERE
| WEKE TWb  OTHER
CAMBODPIAN  FAMILIES
LVNG THERE. WE DIDN'T
KNOW  ANYBeDy R
ANYTHING. THE COUPLE
WHO RAN THE CORNER
MARKET HELPED U5
\ SOMETIMES.
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| FOUND AJ0B IN CHELSEH
A SHRIMP PACKING PLANT.

(] TOLD HIM THAT THERE WAS AN
APARTMENT N MY BULDING AND
| MAYBE HE COULP MOVE THERE .
SOON OTHER CAMBODIAN FAMILIES |
MOVED TO THE NEIGHBORH0OD,
THEY ALSO WANTED To LIVE NEAR.
CTHER CAMBDDIAKS.  WHEN THE
GVERKMENT RESETTLED US THEY
DD NOT WANT To0 MANY
| SOUTHESST ASIAN FMILIES LIVING

BUT SOMETIMES
PEOPLE HERE ARE LI KE
THAT, THEY,)UST
DON'T LIKE US,
WHERE | LINE THE
MeEGHBORS GIVE ME
A LOT OF TROUBLE
THEY THREW ROCKS
AT MY WINDOWS,
THEY SLASHED THE

LT/ké'fOFMYOéQ.

IN THE SAME NEIGHBORHOOP, SO

WA NEIGHBORHOOD,
THE CAMBODIANS _
WOULD HELP EACH .
CTHER. THEY WOULD
WATCH OVER EACH
OTHER . THEY WOULD
HEWP GACH OTHER FIND
JOBS. THEIR CHILDREN \
WOULP PLAY TOGETHER.
[T WouvLD FEEL Move
LKE HOME.

N

»
N

A

40

\THEY KEPT US Al SEPARATED.




(WE WERE USED T0 LIVING 7
CLOSELY TOGETHER. . =
SOMETIMES 7O MAKE THE RENT =!
CHAPER, TWO OR. THREE ¢
FAMILIES WOULD SHARE AN -
APARTHENT. SOHETIMES TRAT
CoVLD GET VERY CROWDED,
BECAUSE ' BACH RMILY Lol

/HAVE Six o0 SEVEN PooRE. 1T

WAS 7HE oMLY VAY To START

B\ SAVING Sor1E MONEY.

ALY R N\

@e WINTER IN AMERIEA WAS Bk
VERY HARD For US.
CAMBoDIA IS A WARM
COUNTRY AND WED)D NOT
KNOW ABoyr WINTER 5
B/RYBeDY SIAYED INSIDE. W
THE WINDOWS IN THE ;
ARRTMENT WERE NOT™ GooD,
THE WIND Woulp Blow
| THROUGH THE CRACKS, IT

A

NEIGHBOR 144D
COMPLAINED THAT WE
WERE NOISY AND
DIRTY, THAT WE USED
| 7HE STREET Like A
BATHROOM AND THAT
THE CHILDREN WERE

/ R
R‘;.,’;’;N"Q’z‘j T 4LOTS OF SPACE AND PEOPLE SPEND

A LOT OF TIME CUBIDE. WE

| m D/DN'T KNOW  THE DIFFERENCE.




OF AN ASIAN AMERIOAN LAMER, H— 'Z/’!

7 A HE AGrEED TO HELPUS. < g
\ I{A;:/ ] 4 v/ % v‘qmg‘_.

st P i %/ 2
THE LAWYER GOT THE CrTY Y 44
70 TELL THE LANDLORD
70 LET US BACK IN.

/M GOING TO A ;
EVICT YOU Y. (% You'le GET
THE PAPERS

AlL! JusT | 1A '
You SEE] frtige.  NE % [oone ow
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AR 0777 X0

L AP/ S
WERe SCARED, WE CAME \\, D
HERE, | THOUGHT, | CAN  [\§&

> ALY, | AM Freee. NOW
WE CANNOT DO THIS.

WE HAVE OUR
A RIGHTS, THE

LANDLORD

CANNOT evieT

JUST BECAUSE SIHME
NEIGHBORS DO NOT
LIKE US DOES NOT
MEON WE HAVE TO
LEAYE ?

E IN AMERICA, 1S
A 7THAT RIGHT ?
/A ; 4 B

(T1HE Meerivgs weee v ExGLsH),
ANP KHMER . PEDPLE Would>

7] ASK QUESTIONS AND |

WoVLD HELP TRANSLATE.

NOT AL THE NEIGHBORS DIp
NOT LIKE US, IT WHS MORE
JUST ONE PERSON. SHE

LIVED AROUND THE BLOCK . JA 22 . : (&)

N

" N W R G AT L THEY COME HERE, TAKE | QMRS
) >"7”3’£7j,/1gi‘ "V 42 P OvR JOBS, RUIN OUR ‘%’
1/, ’: / .’ A Y %'\l
A - .

‘o
(VXE




ﬂ WE ARE FFIGHTING FOR.
M |ovr RiGHT TO BE
. [HERE. WE ARE (ISING
b/ 7He LAw TO HELP US
R\ SOLVE THE PROBLEMS 14
7, \n. ¥

THESE PECPLE ARE
NoT CNIUZED, THEY
HAVE NO CULTURE
THEY DON'T KNOW ¢
[HOW TO LV LKE LS,

WHY DON'T
[ | Yov usT ¢

¢ =

" ?, ”'M
f —7
i ¢ . A
(] | THEY HAVE A ( -
4 RIGHT TO LIVE N

A (o

K % ) LanDLoRp> HERE |

!
-
® ks

N\ e THER , WE
P CAN WIN. IF|
WE CAN KEeP
THE UNITY, WE
CAN MAKE /s
DIFFERENCE.

FINMALLY, THE
LANDLOR D
LOST HIS CASE]
I\ /N COURT TO
EVICT US. HE
DECIDED 70
SEL THE
BUILDING .

44




(W wee viey Harey W
B WE HAD A BiG PARTY j/;

NN T T 70

/

7

(A COMMUNITY DEVELDP-
MENT CORPORATION,
\DECIDED 70 BUY THE
BULDING AND FIX ITUIR
THE BOILDING WAS
MADE INP A LIMITED
oP.

—

A% A s
|
=i

;‘ \ Q@

MAKING THE Co-OP WAS
VERY COMPLICATED, BUT |

REALLY WAS WORTH |IT ALL

% ' 4,4

/‘,
e

N\

s N
N N
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N
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THE LAWYER HELFED US UNDERSTAND
WHAT THAT WAS, THAT WE WOULD BE A
PIRT- OWNER oF THE BUILDING AND NO

ONE WoulD TRy TO EVICT US ANYMORE.
T Ve ‘ !
_F gy
—AS R # / / fas

NOW { SEEHOW (M- )
PORTANT IT (S 70 BE
INVOLVED, PARTLY
| BECAUSE OF My IN-
VOLVEMENT IN THS |
WAS HIRED AT A
MUTUAL ASSBTANCE
ASSOCIATION WHERE

| CAN CONTINUE MY
vlf‘\.\‘ wo;x HELPING MY |




SO YOU SEE IT WASN'T AlL THAT BASY, WEW
DIDN'T HAVE SOMEONE TO HELP USUKE YOU
DID. 1T WOULD HAVE BEEN MUCH BASIER IF
WEHAD A COMMUNITY ALREADY HERE LKE
THE CHIMESE. THEN THERE WovlD HAVE
BEEN OTHERS T HEWP G5 UVNDERSTAND
AND LEARN ABoUT AMERICA.

( PRORE TRY T0 AKE )
| | AOVANTAGE OF Us BECALSE
WE LOOK DIFFERENT, OR.

DON'T SPEAK ERGLUH .
THAT IS WHY FOR US AlL
70 WORK TOGETHER 15 50
IMPORTANT. S0 WE CAN
HAVE FROPLE WITH SKILLS,
PEOPLE WHO UMDERSTAND
HOW THINGS ARE

\ PONE 7O HEP U3,

YES, JUST UKE THE CHINESE
WIER_HEFED U5

/4

/)
[t NG TY
WITH YOU. SHE SA4ID IT WouLD BE |}
GOOD FORME TO COME THAT EVEN B
STUDENTS HAD SOMETHING 7D Z

' CONTRIBUTE TD THE CoMMuNITY.
| L"-b v (.l.’l"

(THATS RIGHT. THE PPOPLE

IN THE GQovERNMENT

ARE NOW STARTING

70 LISTEN 70 S

B¢ , # OF THE THINGS WE
t— ‘ A HAVE ASKED FOR.. [T HAS

(¢ AT 1 BEEN A LONG SIRVGGLE,

871777088 BOT | THINK WE ARE

-5 £ \ MAKING ~ PROGRESS. |

ww. 7




f

LIKE MANY CHINESE WORKING FAMILIES
IN THE QTY, BorH MY HUSBAND AND |
HAD 70 WORK To EARN ENOUVGH To
UVE, MY HUSBAND HAS A JOB WITH A
RESTAURANT IN A SUBURBAN TOWN. HE

QETS PICkED UP BY VAN DURING THE DAY

AND DOES NOT RETURN HOME UNTIL-
THE BARLY HOURS OF THE MORNING .
THE DAYS ARE LONG AND THE WORK IS
HARD, AND LIKE MANY OTHER CHINESE
RESTAURANT WORKERS HE DOESN'T GET
ANY J0B BENEFITS, AND LIKE MANY
CHINESE WOMEN, | WORKED (N A GAR-
MENT FACTORY IN THE CITY.  ALTHOVGH
THE WORK. PLACE (S NOISY AND THERE (5
CONSTANT PRESSURE 7o RODICE. THE
PlECEWoRK WAGE IS NOT BAD. THERE (S
ALSO THE COMPANIONSHIP OF OTHER
WOMEN. | BELONG TO THE GARMENT
WORKERS' VNION, SO MY HEALTH
(NSURANCE ALAN PROTECTED THE
WHOLE FAMILY: WHEN THINGS WERE
QGooD, WE MANAGED A LVING.
4

e
3

47



THE GARMENT INOUSTRY IN
THE REGION, HOWEVER IS IN
DECUNE.  WORK HAS BECOME
SEASONAL.  MANY.)0BS HAVE
MOVED TO OTHER STATES AND
70 FOREIGN COUNTRIES WITH

L&3S UNION PROTECTION AND

LOWER WAGES. THE FACTORIS
CLoSED AND MANY OF US

e
.

WERE LAID OFF.




MR
'\‘;hlh‘h\ Wt‘Mﬂ%

(1| DON'T HAVE MY JOB ANY
MORE. MY COMPANY'S
FOLDED, EVER(BODYS (AID
OFF. THEY JUST CAME OUT
AND TOLD US... TM4)’..UKE




LOOK FOR
SOMETHING
ESE. 1AKE
A VAGATION.

(CMY BACTORY IS THE (ARG-
EST ARDUND... OVER FOUR
HUNDRED WORKERS. THEY'LLALL
GE LOOKING FOR A)08. THE
INDUSTRY SN'T DOING SO WELL,
TS NOT UKE THERE ARE MANY
JOBS 7D SPARE AND ('M NOT THE
FASTEST. |T WON'T BE EASY.
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AHNUK! THERE Were \3

Ve LONG LINES AT THE Lppae)

UNEMAOYMENT OFFICE. SRS
S LS./ “)"I/A\E -

HERE'S MY
FRIEND. SHE

SR
TUSY

\Y
& 7 /,.\/ J
VRSN
\‘flﬁ!‘%’.ﬂ 2N

N
0=

f,
1 hav

)
' SIS W

. FOB YOU TO
CHeECK OUT, HEY!
NUMBER.5S! WHATS




WE CANT USE YOU. NOT

WITH THIS KIND OF LOUSY
WORK, DO YOU THINK |
RUN A GORBAM JOB TRAIN- | S
ING CENTER [HERE ? ;

. 'v./:i?
’ L X
Q, N
2, [~ | |
*’all@,l s

AT

BN

NN

T N

NN
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[T

(4 THE STATE GOVERNMENT
IS REALLY DOING A GREAT
JOB TAKING CARE OF
COMPENSATION AND
OTHER. KINDS OF HEA..

A

MA! THIS SAIPYARD LAID OFF THREE
HINDRED WORKERS ANP THEY RE

QETTING ALL KINDS OF GOVERNMENT
HBEF SHOUN'T THEY BE DOING
SOMETHING FOR 'OV 7007

B\

R [ ASHIPYARD?
OH, THEY ARE
AMERICANS ,
A SEWING
FACTORY WITH

5| DON'T kNOW
ENGUSH.
B80T WHAT
IF THERE RE
NO MoRE

) smrering
OR SOMETHING. N 3 ; it

g casses? (cant 2o N 1P r‘ -
. Z L/ A/' D ‘ Y IOUESS WU
2 ZZ}{ THAT. ALL | £NOW IS y. ARE RIGHT,
A :




THESE GOVERNMAVT ||
PLACES RESLLY GIvE ME
THE CREEFS. f

v

JOHNNY, | REALLY NE®D YOU TO
COME SPEAK ENGUISH FOR ME. TO
ASK. ABOUT RETRAINING PROGRAMS.

Do YoU HAVE 70 DO
THESE LINES EVERY WEEK?

2%

» AT —

g
N UKE TD ASK ABOUT
{ OB RETRAINING

FPROGRAMS .

i?,‘!mr |
For wore |

TS Weet S )\
: LD l!

EXCUSE ME MY MATHER WoolD
M LKE 70 AK ABOLT /o8
RETRAINING FPROGRAMS .

2V 77
8§y Ao
“pes M,
7
|
Wi
Hsr st~ "
SV LA T }
/ A . % . f>
g [ 4 ; 4 e Y4
\ , , OIS /3 .
/ ' % iy D
-, ; B % ! ”,
Y LX) (B A« L
\J
W7, 17/} . \ B
4 ’ X Q=72 19/
. THEY RE AU TALKIN ‘ "- : -

. \ Y HERE'S THE UST 1ESHE
THT 70 s BBAVSE \ ‘ 7 GUALIFIES, SHE CAN

TAKE ANY OF THEE |




HER EMGLISH ISN'T SO
GaoD, IS THERE AN
For. ~ Now -CNaLisH

SPEAKING PEOPLE?

SURE SHE's GOT TO
KNOW ENGLISH TO TAKE
THEM. YOU'D BETTER
GET HER. TO LEARN THE
LANGUAGE FIRST.

LK. 1SAW ON THE)
MEWS THE OTHER

SHE knNows

ANYTHING

ABOVT THE NIGHT. .. UH...
BENEFTTS FOR | ABOUT S OMC
LAD-OFF BENEFTTS FOR. [ALD~

OFF SHIPYARD
WORKERS. MY
MOTHER WAS 41D
4 OFF THREE MONTHS

WORKERS .
TEUL. HER

a3
£

2

]
-y

\.
.

OH, THAT DOBSN'T
APPLY 7o YU
POPLE. | ONLY
DBAL WiTH WHAT
WE'VE GOT HERE,




THE ONION!?! THE ONIoN ONLY )
PROVIDES HEALTH BENEFITS., | |
THOVGHT YOU SAID (T WAS

QOVERNMENT BENEFIE, AKHER
IFSHE [SN'T THE GQOVERNMENT

(4t " R ep Y
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OH! HAHA! |AM PASSING OUT

- WEARE To HAVEA
WHAT CRAZY MEETING ABOUT WHAT
THING ARE HAPPENED TO US. DO YOU
YOU UP TO K OW WE ARE SUPPOSED TO
NOW? HAVE RETRAINING PROGRAMS

BECAUSE WE ARE

"DISLOCATED WORKERS"?

TXNOW, | WENT WITH MY SON JOHN TO THE
UNEMPLOYMENT OFFICE THE OTHER DAY.
BUT | CAN TELL YOU, THEY DON'T KNOWA
7HING ABOUT ANY
RETRAINING PRO GRAM.
MAYBE IT'S ONLY FOR THE
SHIPYARD WORK%J

NO! WE PAY TAXES TOO/ THAT'S WHY WE HAVE
TO GET TOGETHER 10 TALK ABOUT THE KINP OF
7\ HELP WE NEED. THAT'S WHY WE ARE HAVING

THIS MEETING FOR EVERYBODY NEXT




HEY, AH YING, WHY DON'T YOU
LEALETS ? WE OAN USE

LIKEMY
SAYS,
[CAN

GET THE COMMUNITY
BEHIND US. NO

OKE L4 GARE IFWE

] 54 T0YOU, IN
P, THE STREETS ?

il
I r«&@l

=

27T

JUST WAITAROUND.
LIKE 110,

SOMEARE NICE THEY
SUPPORT s, SOMEARE |
BNCOURAGING. SURE, SOME

THEM TOO. AND, Y'RNOW,
SOME OF THOSE
COULGE KIS ARE 3
COMING DOWN TO

THINK YOU CAN
MAKETT0-

OH [DON'T KNOW... ITS KIND OF
CRAZY. . MAYBE..WE'LL SEE....
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H, I'M BeAT.  LUM

[ON'T SHOW UP AGAI

WE BARELY HADL A MINVTE
T0 SIT DOWN.

YEA

(154w VouR

-

CHINATOWN THS

AFTERNOON, SHE
WAS PASSING Our
LEARLETS IN THE
STREET CoRNER .

HER - NAHE | N

FRIEND, WHAT'S




HER POOR. HUSBAND! DOES HE
KNOW? DOESN'T HE MIND?

! |
W\ Aot =T/
)l ‘L.- %

‘%

SHE ASKED ME TO GO HELP
HER  TOMbREOW.

WHAT HER HUSBAND
MINDS? BUT SHESAYS
THEY IKE PUTTING To~
GETHER A MEETING T
HELP OLRSELVES .

A MEETING? [HELP YOURSELVES? A
BoNCH OF CHINESE WOHEN |NHO

DON'T SPEAK ERGUSH. WHO DD
You THINK WitL LISTEN TOTHEM,

(Ve CHINESE
SURVIVE
BECAVSE WE |d
DoN'T MEDIE [
IN THE </
GOVERNMENT
DR THE UNIONS,
we DOoN'T
BOTHER. THEM,
7Hey DoN'T

(You WATCH (T!
A DEENT
WOMAN POES
NoT GET M/xED
oP wirtt Y
[PUTICS ON
STREET
CoRNERS
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(AL RIGHT! )
ALL RICHT
LADIES .
YOU'VE GOT
70 BE MORE
) PATIENT ANP
REASONABLE...
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WE'RE NOT )
70L> WHAT
THESE PRo -
GRAMs ARE.
WE HAVE NO
SAY IN TI-IEM.J
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MOT RIGHT! WE CAN'T

AFFORD 70 SPEND THE =\
TME LEARNING b
ENGLISH FIRST. \ 7.

SN MARIANNE, TELLTHE
N\ 7AT WE STHALL

ARE THEY OF ANY USETO ANY OF is?

e, MAKING AL THE
4 //&3‘ { CISIONS AND

ADIES PLEASE! YOVVE QOT 7O
UKDERSTAND THAT [P You WANT

TRUNING CLASSES.




(LOOK, WHAT THEY IRE TAKING
ABOYT HERE (S SURMMAL" NOT
"WUNGUSTIC. BPERTIE”!  (F You
CHEZK INTO [T, MANY OF OUR
COMMUNITY AGENGIES OFFR JOB
TRAINING AND ENGLISH-AS -A -

| SECOMD LANGUAGE CASSES. AT

| THE SHME TIME. WHAT IFWE
TIE-IN YOUR. FONDING 7D THE
EXANSION OF THISE [ROGRAMS
ALREADY 1K THE COMMUNITY'?

(Wew, 1M NoT )
SURE IF THAT'S
Poss1BLE .. .

WHAT | CAN DD

(5TO QET SOME
OF My PROPLE
DO A FEASIBIITY

SNYy. BuT

THATLL DERNITE

YOU AND | SIT DOWN AND 1
WE'LL TAK (7 OVER CAMLY ?

[ MO. | THINK BALK ROOM
PoOLITICS ISNOT AR To THE
WoRKERS,  THEY HAVE THE
|DEAS. THEY ARE THE
MOVERS, THEY ARE THE
ONES To TALK To YOU
uwp MAKE THE DECKIONS .
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BUT. Y KNOW, HE
HAD TOAGREE 7O
ANOTHER 814G,
OPEN MEENING!
wWoulD You
BELIEVE THAT!?

4 r;//// ',/’}7//,// (YT

BVERYBODY WAS THERE! OVER [iAnaty
TWO HUNDRED PEOPLE] AND A1,
THE GOVERNMENT-MAN WAS

THERE, AND WAS HE SLIFPERY ! §

MEETINGS! YOU WOMENHAVE
NO BUSINESS RUNNING OFF
70 MEETINGS... WITH THOSE
TROUBLE-MAKERS... YOUR
PLACE IS To TAKE CARE

OF THE FAMILY.
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WHAT? YoU!...
CAN You THINK
OF ANY BETTER
WAY!? ME..IM
ALWAYS THE
ONE MHO'S
THERE WHEN IT
COMES 7O THE

WHERE WERE YOU WHEN THEKIDS WERE TO
BE BUSEDAWAY TO S OME NEIGHBORHOOD |
Wt 1TS RACIAL ATIACKS? DYOU THINK | HAD Ve
FUN? GOING TOMEETING AFTER MEETING ... [
AFTER WORKING ALL DAY TOO... AND TAKING
CARE OF YOU... BEINGALWAYS THE ONE TO

| TRY TO KEEP THINGS OGETHER?
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%) N | BUT whHAT WoULD YoU ) ','f Y,
P st e
IN THE NEWSPAPER.... | | ‘/’/, 2\
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NOW, TELL ME WHO BRING S
HOME THE MONEY ? FOR
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS | WORKED
LIKE ADOG -TWELVE HOURS A
DAY... OH I HAVE LOTS OF TIME!

ALL THE MONEY GOES TO THE HOUSE AND
CHILDREN, [ STILL CAN'T PUT TOGETHER A
ENOUGH TO START MY OWN RESTAURANT. ¢ ]
J WHEN DO | GET TO SEE THE NEEDYOU? |
P e KIDS? OF COURSE YOU WOK/UUS%SL
7 : AKE CARE OF THEM.- 3 /esms RD AL
' - FACTORIES...

Y/

[FITWEREN'T FOR

MY WORKING,

Wep NEVER GeT | §
TO HAVE THIS i
HOUSEORGG 70 7 l

»
" R

| KKOW... | KNOW... WE ALL FNOW
: AMERICA IS NOT THE "GOLDEN
MOUNTAIN" [T'S SUPPOSED TO BE.
SURE WE WORK.. WEALL HAVE TO
WORK... MAYBE IT'S FOR THE
KIDS...MAYBEITS SO THEY LL GET
A CHANCE FORA BETTER UFE...
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OKAY, WE'RE HERE TO
PLAN OUT WHAT WE
SHOULD DO AT THE NEXT
MEETING WITH THE
GOVERNMENT PEOPLE,

("WE SHOULD GET TOGETHER )
ON OUR DEMANDS. WE
SHOUD COvER (1) THE
QOVERNMENT'S ATTITURES
22 THE KINDs ©F
anq Hf%gg# i A =
' /%veiwg?pr @ How THE GOVERNMENT [s JusT \K
WE SHoutD Go ABOVT BEATING AROUND THE
AQHIEVING WHAT WE NEED. BUsH AND NOT BAYING

| M ATENTION 0

WHAT WE RESAYING.

CATVAZ

AND Kzp REPEATING T2 THEM | )t
WHAT WE WANT. :




THE )08 TRAINING PROGRAMS 18
THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS

‘.i SECND [ANGUAGE CLASES, [
THAT'LL SAVE US TIME, .

/

YGAH, ONE THING [ LEARNED e SOME OF OUR COMMUNITY
WORkING AL THESE s I ' {4 AGENCIES ALREADY HAVE 1

/\‘» NOBY SEWING FACTORIES 1S 70 | \ JoB TRAINING PROGRAMS .
O ‘ Lo, , ; MAYFE |7 CAN BE DONE
A‘RA. e n i~ p £ T A THROVGH THEM.

WEVE GoT 7o HAVE SOME WAY 70 keep
THE HEITH INSVRBNCE GOING, MANY ¥ LA
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Ve 4] OF OUR. Mew WORK 11 RESBURANTS,
J ;| AND MANY OF 7HEM DON'T HAVE
BENEFTTS. QUR FAMILIES DEPEND ON S,
A OVRS TOTRLLY, WE ARE COVERED 8
FOR. S1x MoNTHS., NOW, TRREE ARE
GONE ALREADY. THE GVERNMENT
SHOVLD HELP VS ON THAT.

Y'KNOW, |

WAS YUST
THINKIN G,
MORESEW -
ING PLANTS

WL CSE...

WIlL BE LIKE (5...
WHAT WE ARE DOING
(HERE CAN SHOW  [4X

BVERY
CF How 70 GET
QT AROM UNDER.,
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A\ AlL HELPED BiCH OTHER. )

YES, (T WAS IMPORTANT WE )
AllL WORKED TOGETHER..
WHEN | WAS LAID OFF IT WAS
REALLY IMPORTANT THAT
MANY PEOPLE HELPED US. WE
CRGAN (2ED OCURSELVES AND
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WE CAN CHANGE 5

THINGS AND FIGHT FOR BB
OUR RIGHTS. IT!S 2O

[MPORTANT THAT WE

ALL HELP GACH OTHER -
WORK TOGETHER. .

24

TO BUILD A CUTURE
THAT 1S BorH ASIAN

WE ARE NOT FIGHTING FOR_JUST ONE GROUP. )
ToDAY WE ASK FOR TRANSLATORS ATTHE UN-
EMALLYMENT OFFILE, BUT IF A CAMBODUN OR
VIETNAMESE OR. SOMEONE WHO SPBAKS SPANISH
MEEDS A DOCTOR. — WHAT ARE THEY
GoING 70 DO /F THERE IS5 NO ONE
70 TRANSIATE? DISCRIMINATION 1S
WRONG. WE SHOULD NOT BE DENIED
QUR RIGHTS BEAUSE OF THE ColoR OF
OUR SN OR. THAT WE DON'T SPEAK Mu.w

NS




f : 5‘ AMERICA IS A LAND OF MANY PEOPLE )
kW Y

?’{ Tl we MusT RESPRIT OUR DIFFERENCES
; L AND USE DUR MANY TALENTS To MAKE

THIS A BETTER COUNTRY. SO NOW IT IS
TIME. REMEMBER. WE MUST ALl STANP
TOGETHER TO MAKE OUR. VOICE HEARD.

X ToGETHER WE CW WIN!
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A NOTE ON THE STORIES

The Asian American Comic Book was created through a process that
involved the collective work of dozens of people.

There were several reasons for the decision to make a comic book. One,
comic books and picture-stories are familiar forms both in America and in
many Asian societies. Another, the format is easily accessible to people of
different ages and language backgrounds. And, most important, pictures
sometimes can describe with more immediacy the lives, the surroundings
and the emotions of people and express their stories more convincingly than
just words. Many experiences of Asian Americans — immigrants, refugees,
students, and community activists — had not often been told realistically in
this form before. The intent of this book is to tell those stories, and in doing
so, to communicate more truthfully the lives of those Asian Americans.

To conceptualize the book, a group of advisors, representing the diversity
of the Asian American community in Massachusetts, was formed. After
much discussion, the group decided to focus on the four stories featured here.
With great regret, many other good stories — of other experiences, other
nationalities and other sectors of the community — had to be left out,
hopefully to be told later, in other volumes.

Smaller work units then met to formulate the theme, content, and
development of each story. Workshops were held for members of the Asian
American Resource Workshop interested in doing writing. Eventually,
AARW volunteers who had participated in helping to organize for the
welfare of the garment workers wrote the "Garment Worker's Story" . The
"Student's Story" was written by student members graduating from college.
The "Refugee's Story" was based on interviews with several Southeast Asians
who shared their experiences, reviewed the text, and provided advice on the
details. The story of the internees was already very well-told in the existing
play Behind Enemy Lines. The playwright, Rosanna Yamagiwa Alfaro, very
graciously consented to its adaptation and to its drastic abridgement. She also
re-wrote portions of it to conform to the new format.

On completion of each story, the text was reviewed by advisors, and
corrections were made on intent, accuracy and plausibility. The artist,
participating from the onset in the project, made narrative sketches to
visualize the story. These too were then discussed and amended. Before
making the final drawings, careful observation and research were done on the
details to ensure the correct feel of the people and of the locale, although the
exact representation of any person or site was avoided.

We are deeply grateful to all those who contributed to the substance of this
work, and, to the Heritage Program of the Massachusetts Council on the Arts
and Humanities (now the Massachusetts Cultural Council) and all donors
whose funding and contributions made this publication possible.

Finally, although the stories in this book are largely based on many actual
incidents, all characters, locations, and events in the stories are fictitious.
Any resemblance to persons living or dead is purely coincidental.

We hope you enjoyed this book, and are moved, perhaps, to tell your own
stories.




“Unlike many two-dimensional depictions of cartoon people, (the) expressive
drawings reveal a wide spectrum of emotions — anger, hope, frustration, joy. As
the stories unfold, the faces of (the) characters respond with natural ease. A reader
becomes as familiar with these faces as one does with people in real life.

“What gives the scenes an extra three dimensional drama is the illustration of
social background. Street scenes, landscapes, and skies occupy the lives behind
these stories as much as words themselves.”

Catherine Anderson,
Editor, Sampan Newspaper

Comic books and picture-stories are familiar forms both in America and in many Asian societies.
They are easily accessible to people of different ages and language backgrounds. Pictures can
sometimes describe with more immediacy the lives, the surroundings and the emotions of people
and can express their stories more convincingly than just words. =~ Many experiences of Asian
Americans — immigrants, refugees, students, and community activists — had not been told
realistically in this form before. This book tells those stories, and communicates truthfully, in
pictures and words, the lives of these Asian Americans.

* “The Internee’s Story” tells the story of loss and conflict within a Japanese American
family trying to live through World War II confined in an internment camp.

“The Student’s Story” deals with the cross-cultural and cross-generational dilemmas
faced by an immigrant Indian college student.

“The Refugee’s Story” follows the experiences of a Cambpdian refugee from a camp in
Thailand to a new life in the U.S.,, where he had to confront racism and cultural
adjustments.

“The Garment Worker’s Story” describes how a seemingly docile Chinese woman
worker discovers her strength and the community’s support when the factory where
she worked closes.

These are stories based on real incidents, told and written by people with direct or close knowledge
of the events. The drawings are carefully researched to describe with observed details the
environment people live in and the emotions in their daily lives.

The Asian American Resource Workshop (AARW) is a non-profit, educational, membership
organization which addresses Asian American issues, history, and experience. It acts as a resource
for the Asian American communities through activities which include collecting and disseminating
information, holding events and forums, advocating for accurate images of Asian Americans and
developing publications and media. Its goals are uniting the Asian American communities,
facilitating Asian American participation in all spheres of society, improving society’s
understanding of, and empowering Asian Americans.

Wen-ti Tsen was born in China, graduated from the Boston Museum School. He makes paintings
and installation pieces that look critically at this society’s traditional mythic icons. His direction is
to work, with other artists and cultural people, to create new images and ideas that would affirm
multicultural America. He also does murals and graphic work in the community; and, sometimes
he lectures and teaches.
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