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An Asian-American Calendar

130 Years

of Oppression
and Resistance

The Asian-American Resource Workshop
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Asian American
Resource Workshop

The Workshop is a small group committed to supporting worker and student strug-
gles against the system of racism and denial of democratic and human rights in the
United States. The Workshop attempts to serve these objectives by distributing writ-
ten and audio-visual materials regarding contemporary and historical struggles of
Asian Americans.

This calendar was undertaken as an educational effort for ourselves to be shared
with others, and also to raise funds for the workshop. While we have made every ef-
fort to be as accurate as possible in producing this calendar, in some cases the precise
date of the occurrence of an event could not be found or was in dispute. The calen-
dar could not have been completed without the aid of numerous written and audio-
visual resources representing the work of many other Asian Americans throughout
the country. While there are too many to list here, we hope this calendar communi-
cates not only the common struggles of Asian Americans historically, but also the
existence of broad collective support in the present.

Anyone wishing to learn more about the Asian American Resource Workshop or to
support its work financially or with their personal involvement, please contact us at:

Asian American Resource Workshop
27 Beach Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02111
Tel: 617/426-5313




Asian-American workers built up the U.S. agriculture as well as mining,
railroads, and other industries
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New Year's Day

1930 Northern
Monterey, Calif.
adopted resolu-
tion calling for
end to Filipino
immigration.

%

1930 Watson-
Calif. major anti-
Filipino riots,
one youth killed
by attackers. |

1910 Korean
workers killed in
a Colorado coal ... Yellow is the color

mine explosion. let it be a mighty song

soaring loud and sound

with nomoanorecry. .. —from a poem by an Asian American woman
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10,000 Chinese workers helped build the transcontinental railroad

W

As far as I'm concerned, everybody who has caught the same kind of hell that I have
caught is my blood brother. And I have plenty of them. Because all of us have

caught the same hell.

—Malcolm X

-

1848 First re-
corded presence
of Chinese in the
U.S.

1886 Seattle riots
against Chinese.

Lincoln’s Birth-
day

1902 First Kore-
an contract la-
borers arrive in
Hawaii.

1907 U.S. Senate
passes immigra-
tion law restrict-
ing entry of Ko-
reans to the
mainland from
Hawaii.

%Y

Washington's
Birthday

1938 108 Chinese
garment workers
strike S.F. Na-
tional Dollar
Stores.

RUARY
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Then he (the drill instructor) started rapping about when he was in Japan and how he had this prostitute for awhile.
He said her last name was the same as mine. . . . Then he started harassing me by saying my sister looked like his
prostitute. He'd say, “Yeah, that's her. That's the prostitute I had.” We must fight the mentality that keeps Suzy

Wong, Madame Butterfly and gookism alive.

— Japanese-American G.1.

T

1919 Manse inci-
dent. 500,000
Koreans rose up
in a mass move-
ment against
Japanese coloni-
zation.

Women hold up half the sky

-

1921 Washing-
ton State Alien
Land Law passed,
forbidding Japa-
nese from own-
ing land.

International
Women's Day

1968 My Lai
Massacre. 567
Vietnamese civil-

ians murdered by
U.S. soldiers.

%

1969 Founding of
the New People’s
Army in the
Philippines.




1975 Operation
Babylift CS5A
Galaxy cargo
plane crashed in
Vietnam. 178
children died.

P il

Vietnam, a boy at his father’s grave

e .

1904 Sun Yat-
Sen arrives and
begins movement
of Chinese
against imperial-
ists and Ching
dynasty.

Patriots Day

1936 2,000 Fili-
pino, Japanese
and Mexican
workers strike
celery fields in
Los Angeles.

2

1975 U.S. sets up
staging areas for

Vietnamese refu-
gees.

23

1975 Vietnamese
refugees began

arriving at Camp
Pendleton, Calif.

1904 Chinese ex-
clusion acts ex-
tended indefinite-
ly.

1869 Chinese
railroad workers
lay a record 10
miles of track in
one day.

But Justice will win out

the power of evil, fail.

Students, bulwark of democracy,
carry on the fight. . .

Rise up together, stand up together
overthrowing the brutal rule

APRIL

¥ .

—from a poem by Kim Chi Ha, a Korean poet and political prisoner




Chinese public servant, i, W

riud Hasnsserherk

1942 Beginning
of evacuation of
110,000 Japanese

to concentration
camps.

International
Workers Day

HOW T0 TELL JAPS
FROM THE GHINESE

ANGRY CITIZENS VICTIMIZE ALLIES
WITH EMOTIONAL OUTBURST AT ENEMY

Under Tuenigration Act of 1928, Jups and €

Tall Chinese brothers

Short Japanese admirals, 141! ey

Life Magazine, 1941 December
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1892 Geary Act
passed, extend-
ing laws regulat-
ing Chinese
immigration and
limiting rights of
Chinese in court.

1882 Chinese Ex-
clusion Act.

3

1868 Transconti-
nental railroad
completed. None
of the 10,000
Chinese workers
were allowed at
the ceremony.

I3

Mother's Day
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23

1924 Immigra-
tion Act denies
right of
American-born
Chinese men to
marry alien Chi-
nese woman and
return to U.S.

1975 Indochina
Migration and
Refugee Assis-
tance Act signed
into law.
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Memorial Day

Y
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MAY

Our freedom and its daily maintenance are paid for in
blood and sacrifice.
—Che Guevara
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It is the dispersal of so many people that is causing the destruction of Nihonmachi. And people, their history, their

oppression, their heritage, and their integrity to fight are the common denominator that define a community.
—Nihonmachi resident, member of CANE

1972 anti-war demonstration

5

1928 Mga Anals
Ng Bulsid (Sons
of the Farm)
founded in
Stockton, Calif.
to aid Filipino la-
borers.

1870 75 Chinese
contract laborers
imported into
North Adams,
Mass., as strike-
breakers at shoe
factory.

Father’'s Day

1973 S.F. Com-
mittee against
Nihonmachi
Eviction formed.

1868 First Japa-
nese laborers ar-
rive in Hawaii.

1867 Chinese
workers struck
the Central Paci-
fic, demanding
equal pay, no
whipping and
freedom to seek
other work.

1950 Outbreak
of the Korean
Civil War.

JUN

1913 Hemet Val-
ley, Calif. 30 Ko-
rean apricot
workers attacked
by white farm
workers.
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1924 Anti-Japa-
nese immigration
bill passed.

1872 165 Chinese
brought to Bea-
ver Falls, Pa., for
factory work.

paying, demanding jobs

i W

Independence
Day

1884 Legal at-
tempts to tighten
loopholes in the
Chinese Exclu-
sion Act of 1882.

Chinese and other Asian-American workers were historically forced into low

1935 Congress
passes Repatria-
tion Act permit-
ting Filipinos to
return to the
Philippines.

1925 Pacific
Spruce Lumber
Co., in Toledo,
Oregon drove
out 12 Japanese
using organized
mobs.

1869 Chinese La-
bor Convention,
Tenn. Owners
discuss use of
Chinese in
Southern fields
and factories.

%

1953 Truce
signed at Pan-
munjom brings a
close to the Kore-|
an Civil War.

Cage of wire and hollow blocks/that fence us in a paper barrier
that can be pierced; /Revolutionaries, don't fear

the hindrance of the storm/for correct politics still live/which cut the wires of prison
—Filipino Political Prisoners Collective
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We are evicted. But we are not defeated. It is our victory because we did not surren-

der. We continue on to fight.

— Felix Ayson, Pilipino tenant of the International Hotel

M

Nine years of struggle, International Hotel eviction night, August 4, 1977
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1913 Riverside,
Calif. Korean
workers re-
cruited as farm
laborers were
picketed by
whites.
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1977 Eviction of
International Ho-
tel, San Francis-
co, Chinatown.
5,000 people bat-
tle police for 6
hours.

1913 Calif. Alien
Land Law
passed, forbid-
ding Japanese to
own or lease land
for longer than
three years.

1945 Artificial
division of Korea
at 38th parallel
by major powers
at Potsdam.

1969 Revolution-
ary Party for Re-
unification estab-
lished under-
ground in south
Korea.

e

1972 Harry
Wong case in San|
Francisco. Pro-
China news

vendor fights po-
lice harassment.

1934 3,000 Fili-
pino farm work-
ers strike lettuce
fields in Salina,
Calif.

AUGUST

1896 Boat service
from Hawaii to
Seattle begins
with 253 Japa-
nese immigrants
aboard.
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.. .When one race, through its power to repress, subjugates other races, repression then assumes the character of
racism. We have first to understand the full political nature of our identities as Asian Americans—that we are

products of American racism as opposed to being misplaced Asians or misfit Americans.
— statement by an Asian American student

Pilipino farmworkers

1976 Founding of 1885 Rock
the Socialist Re- Springs, Wyo
Elalrl;lxc of Viet- — Massacre killed
. 28 Chinese,
wounded 15
others and de-
Labor Day stroyed China-

town.

1907 Anti-Japa-
nese Riot in Van-
couver repulsed
by heroic self-de-
fense.

1948 Democratic
Republic of Ko-
rea founded.

1963 Filipino
Delano grape
strike, begins
UFW.

1973 Korean-

American mass
protest vs. Park
regime and U.S.

1928 Yakima,
Wash. first vio-
lent anti-Filipino
riots.

%
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1908 First Japa-
nese language
schools estab-
lished in Seattle
and San Francis-
co,




1949 Liberation
of China. Found-

i
1
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1973 Broad pro-
test in U.S. to re-

Korean Parade, LA, 1976

-

1937 Formation
of the Chinese

ing of the Peo- store democratic Workers Mutual
ple’s Republic. rights in south Aid Assn.
Korea and to
stop Japanese
economic pene-
tration.
1949 Chinese 1911 Overthrow 1902 Police sur-
Workers Mutual of the:Ching Dy- round Boston
Aid Assn. anni- nasty. Chinatown, ar-
versary is broken Test 250,
up by KMT
thugs. 1906 S.F. assigns
Columbus Day Japanese children

to “Oriental
schools.”

1972 South Ko-
rean dictator
Park institutes
martial law and
suspends all
democratic proc-
esses.

1975 Last Viet-
namese refugees
to leave Camp
Pendleton, Cal-
if., for other
areas in the

U.s.

%

1929 Exeter, Cal-
if. riots destroy
Filipino camps.

1871 Los Angeles

Massacre. 19
Chinese killed.

25

29

R

1975 1,546 Viet-
namese repatri-
ates returned to
Vietnam from
Guam instead of
going to the U.S.

The people and the people alone are the motive force in the making of world history.

—Mao Tsetung
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1855 Chinese
evicted from the

Restaurant workers, cooks, handymen, dishwashers, or waiters have to work heavily for twelve to thirteen hours ‘t;\)/‘:;LOf Tacoma,

each day. Long hours of laboring like this is not something some people could stand. . . . Whatever spirited life
there is, whatever pastime and sports, it is not for us restaurant workers. . . . We must unite, get organized, form our
workers union. Through the power of the masses, through the fight for workers’ benefits!

— Chinese restaurant worker

1943 U.S. Army
takes over Tule
Lake concentra-
tion camp, to put
down resistance
to unjust living
conditions.

1943 Martial law
declared at Tule
Lake.

1939 Sacramen-
to, Calif. Com-
mittee for Protec-
Veteran’s Day tion of Filipino
Rights formed.

Thanksgiving
Day

%5 %6 97 B B
NOVEMBE
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... We overseas Chinese face the racist attitude and language barrier living in a foreign land. It's difficult for us to
find jobs and cope with our daily needs. That's why we resort to laundry and the restaurant business or become
machine operators in the sweatshops. . . . Because the family budget is too great, the parents usually have to work
and leave the children at home with no one to care for them. That's why our children pick up bad social habit and
become Westernized to the point that their own culture gets washed away. How could our children not learn to be

bad?

— Chinatown Mother

Korean rice rarmer, 1920s

1941 Presidential
proclamations
make every alien
subject to intern-
ment in concen-
tration camps.

1930 Bombing of
a Filipino bunk-
house in El Cen-
tro, Calif., to dis-
courage hiring of
Filipino workers.

1933 Filipino ag-
ricultural labor
union established
in Calif.
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Christmas Day

1972 Chinese
Progressive As-

ociation, first of
many new Chi-
natown mass or-
ganizations
formed.
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