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the culture war: NEA cuts media arts

Proposition 187:
Human Rights for All?

by Lihbin Shiao

Who suffers?

alifornia’s Proposition 187 cuts off

most public social services for un-

documented immigrants. Food
stamps and welfare, education, nutritional
programs for disadvantaged adults and chil-
dren, non-emergency health care, prenatal
care, immunization, health education, home-
less services are among some of these ser-
vices. 187 mandates that public employees,
teachers, health care workers, social service
providers, and law enforcement officers iden-
tify and report un-

can get similar provisions passed. Ezell and
Nelson, co-authors of 187, have founded
Americans Against Illegal Immigration with
the intention of exporting 187 to other states
(Village View, “State of Siege: The People
and Paranoia Behind the SOS Initiative”).
Proposition 187 is the culmination of
the anti-immigrant backlash in America. Its
purpose clearly moves toward a strategy of
denying illegal and legal immigrants basic
(Proposition 187, cont.onp. 12)

documented immi-
grants to the Immi-

grant Naturalization

Services and deny Hey,
those immigrants where's
services. Further- your birth
more, with the No- certificate?
vember 8 passage of

Proposition 187 in
California, advo-
cates for similar rac-
ist, anti-immigrant
legislation in other
states have been try-
ing to figure out how
to create an atmo-
sphere in which they
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Under Proposition 187 & the proposed Republican federal bill, undocu-
mented children and native-born children with undocumented parents will be

ineligible for the school lunch program and public education. It is mandatory that

teachers report anyone suspicious.



About the AARW

The mission of the Asian American Resource
Workshop is to work for the empowerment of the
Asian Pacific American community to achieve its full
participation in US society. We are a member based
organization that seeks to document the diverse Asian
Pacific American histories, experiences and social con-
ditions . Its resources and activities are used to respond
to current Asian Pacific American issues and to pro-
mote Asian Pacific American identity.
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At the Editor's Desk

The other day, Murphy Brown interviewed an all
too despicable Congressman, played by Wallace Shawn,
the unforgettable pirate from Rob Reiner's movie
Princess Bride. Inconceivable? I am not quite sure.
Reading from his pre-prepared cuecards, he answers
Murphy Brown's question on his views about Governor
Pete Wilson and Propostion 187, stating: "We should get
rid of all the illegal immigrants, and while we're at it,
let's get rid of the legal ones too." Shawn was "kidding."
He explained almost in tears, that he had become so
obsessed trying to find his campaign, he didn't realize till
after he had been elected, that powerful business elites
and white supremacist groups had foot his campaign bill.
And they did not consider their large tax-deductible
contributions free. It was just a television program, but
the point was quite clear. America is in for rough times.

This issue takes at look at the November elections
and the Republican coup d'etat over Congress. Lihbin
Shiao examines Proposition 187 and its all out attack on
human rights. Michael Liu does an analytical overview
of the elections and the devastating blow that "Brave
Newt's World" and "Contract with America" will unleash
on the progressive movement. My piece "The Culture
War," speaks about what is at stake if, Gingrich and Co.
succeed in eliminating federal funding from public
television and the independent media arts.

Facing this new Congress, we also report back to
you about the Asian Pacific American Agenda Confer-
ence, held last November, and let out a sigh of relief to
know that coalition-building is not beyond our
means. We face a difficultu challenge.

On the same note, in AARW's endeavor to
continue its effort to build strong communities, Wen-ti
Tsen and I have written about AARW's upcoming
community art projects, and hope that members, artists,
engineers, teachers, mothers, fathers, and children
participate in planning events, constructing multimedia
installation and conceptualizing themes.

Lastly, we welcome Koshy Mathews who began as
AARW's newest executive director on January 3rd 1995,
Congratulations Koshy and good luck. Meanwhile
Michael Liu ended his five-year term as ED of the
Workshop. We will miss you Michael. Both Koshy and
Michael have also written a few words about them-
selves.

P.S. does anyone have a fax or copy machine that they
can donate to AARW?

Happy New Year =

by Helen Lee & Helen Liu

The Culture war

ast October, the NEA announced

its decision to eliminate 7 re-grant

programs in the areas of the Media

Arts, Music and Presenting and
Commissioning. The decision was based on
the 3 million budget cut Congress had already
imposed on NEA before the elections. Out of
the total budget cut, 40% will come out of
Media Arts Programs, which will effectively
close the doors on many independent media
artists and small organizations of color.
The Media Arts Re-Grant Programs
Eliminated:

1) The Independent Film & Videomaker
Program, administered by the American Film
Institute, which provided subgrants to inde-
pendent media artists working in animated,
documentary, experimental and narrative film
and video.

2) Regional Fellowships to support re-
gional film and video artist. These funds have
been administered by six media arts organi-
zation, including the Boston Film/Video
Foundation.

3) The Film Preservation program, ad-
ministered by the American Film Institute, to
help organizations locate, preserve, and cata-
log films of artistsic value.

4) The Media Arts Fund, administered

by the National Alliance for Media Arts
& Culture (NAMAC). This funding en-
couraged the development of media arts
projects and organizations in communi-
ties that previously had no such activi-
ties.

The cuts will effectively stop many
projects from ever being realized, mak-
ing arteven less accessible for artists and
audiences. Although NEA grants are not
the only source of money, they consti-
tute a vital percentage of the total pool
of available funding for the media arts.
“NEA funds simply made the difference
between doing the film or not doing the
film,” says Leslie Harris, director of Just
Another Girl onthe IRT. “Ayoung Black
woman coming of age in Brooklyn is a
subject too risky for studios.” Others
who have received funding in the past
through the NEA re-grant programs in-
clude Christine Choy, Gregg Araki,
Trinh T. Minh-ha, Mira Nair, Barbara
Kopple, Marlon Riggs, etc.

Lerner (AIVF), explains that re-
grant programs are the lifeline to artists
and small organizations such as Visual
Communication, Asian CineVision,
NAATA, (to which I add Asian Ameri-

can Resource Workshop), the Black
Filmmakers Hall of Fame, Blacklight,
Cine Acci6n, the Guadeloupe Cultural
Center, Women Make Movies. As de-
scribed by Ruby Rich, journalist, editor

"The idea that a
black homosexual
has anything to say
is impossible to
these people They
want to keep the
discussion narrow,
to homogenize it."

and professor at Berkeley in California,
these culturally distinct cultural produc-
tion groups came into fruition in the
eighties, “clear about their mission, con-
nected to communities, committed to

(Culture War, cont. on p. 14)




The November 1994 Elections

by Michael Liu

The Mid-Term Temper of the Times

n the 1994 mid-term elections, vindi

cation for the Republican vision of a

laissez-faire state was complete. Re-

publicans won control of both houses

of Congress and the majority of gov-
ernorships. White anger and business
money fueled these gains.

The White Electorate

While non-whites, particularly Afri-
can Americans, voted Democratic, 58% of
non-Latino whites voted Republican. In
particular, angry, white, male voters voted
63% Republican.

Much of this anger is driven by glo-
bal economic dislocation, which has pro-
duced immigration and instability in both
employment and wages. Many middle
class and formerly comfortable workers are
being driven down into a low wage and

embittered stratum of the workforce.
The new global economy has created
greater inequality. Alongside a profes-
sional, knowledge-based elite, lower—
skilled or obsolete—skilled blue and
white collar workers are falling behind.
While corporate profits are up during
this recovery, the median family income
has fallen for the fourth year in a row.
The top one per cent of the workforce
now earn nearly as much as the lower
fifty percent.

The global economy has also created a
demand for immigrant labor. They fill
the demand for workers in small scale
electronic assembly and garment pro-
duction; they clean the office buildings
and provide personal services for the
professional workers. Such work is both
discontinuous and pay at or below the

ANALYSIS

minimum wage rate. As shown by the mid-
term elections, downwardly mobile work-
ers have turned their animosity toward
these immigrant workers of color and oth-
ers. Proposition 187 is only the beginning.

Follow the Money

Greater competition has driven corpo-
rate America to unite with some of the
laissez-faire, small government ideas of the
Republican Party. The Republican Party
received record donations from business
PAC’s. Corporations have abandoned the
idea of a welfare state necessary to main-
tain domestic peace. Labor content is less
important to the corporate profit margins
when manufacturing facilities are prima-
rily overseas. As a result of this election,
for the first time in history, businessmen

(November Elections, cont.onp.7)

Leadership

adrw

Training [ N TERN S -

Gee Quach

t’s hard to believe that it has been less than a year
since I first became involved with the Workshop and
the community. With all that we tried and succeeded
at, or failed, with all the numerous people that I have
come to know and befriend, with all that I have learned and
experienced, I can honestly say that it has been quite a year.

We acquired basic skills—organizational, working in
groups, office support—but these skills can be gained in al-
most any type of working environment. Unique to the intern-
ship at AARW was the training I received in working with the
community. Learning to
work with and in a commu- ‘::.
nity is not as easy as one '
might assume. What if that
community does not want to
work with you? What if the
community does not see its
future in the same light that
you do? In fact, this is quite
likely. Thus, do you choose
not to help them, or do you
choose to follow your own
agenda? Community work
means working for the com-
munity, or does it?

The internship also al-
lowed students an opportu-
nity to experience all aspects
of grassroots organizing.
Many people see the final products of community work. They
see Rec Day filled with balloons and wrapped in red ribbon.
They see the Agenda Conference. They see the exciting victory
for Parcel C. What people don’t see is the less glamourous side,
if you will, of the fight —the million and one phone calls, end-
less meetings, lit drops, time, effort, frustration, and undying
commitment—which are all essential parts of the process. A
community center director once told me that he hated volun-
teers. When asked why, he responded by saying that volunteers
come in not realizing what type of commitment is needed to
work in the community. They come with the idea that commu-
nity work is for self-gratification. Although I see his point, the
leadership training internship at AARW gave us an understand-
ing of the broader picture of what we were doing and why, and

(Leadership interns, cont. on p. 14)

From left to right: Jenn Ching, Anne Mane Booth, Lisa Chice,
Gee Quach and Tum Sout Photo by Helen Liu.

Jenn Ching

efore I came to work at the AARW this past sum-
mer, if you had asked me about an Asian American
community, the picture that would come to my
mind would have been “someplace on the West
Coast.” Hm. The whirlwind of activities that I got the chance
to witness and participate in as a Leadership Project Intern
and as a summer staff person for the Coalition to Protect Par-
cel C for Chinatown have shown me what an incredible, vi-
brant, and strong community exists in the Boston area. The
word “community,” too, has come alive for me, with its di-
versity of thoughts, loyal-
Fﬁ ties, and agendas. Meeting
: with the Asian Pacific
American Agenda Coalition
and working on the Parcel C
issue have shown me how
powerful unity can be and
how needed Asian American
political activism is. On ev-
ery level of interaction, I
have been inspired by the
people here, whose commit-
ment to social change con-
tinually amazes me. I don’t
think I can stress this enough
— I'’know it sounds so trite,
but I guess I’ve grown up in
a time where “selling out”
isn’t a bad thing anymore.

From the personalized and opinionated discussions of
our seminars to deciding whether we should get a dunk tank
for the Parcel C Recreation Day, I am lucky to have worked
with a diverse, wonderful group of interns who are each role
models to me in every aspect — compassion, generosity, criti-
cism, and commitment. I’ve learned a lot about my limita-
tions, and working in a close-knit group, with its ups and
downs, has been an invaluable experience.

I guess I'm walking away from the past eight months
with a distinct feeling that I can’t just walk away from these
issues. This past summer has enabled me to see how bridges
can be formed between the often isolated “campus activism”
and the Asian American communities that share the same ide-
als (not another Coalition!) W




& Welcome Koshy...

came to the U.S. in 1971 for
higher education after com-
pleting my bachelors pro-
gram in India. Graduate studies in the
field of religion and society at
Princeton awakened me to the plight
of the disenfranchised, the disinher-
ited and minorities groups. My work
with Urban Industrial Mission in In-
dia affirmed the need for finding a
voice for the voiceless and toward
helping people organize themselves
for social change. Later on, my work
with international students at Syracuse
University and MIT helped me real-
ize that modern education without a
sense of identity and commitment to
serving the human is not likely to ben-
efit the people whom they plan to
serve on return to their home coun-
tries. My involvement in the Third
World Scholar’s Consortium in the
past decade kept me abreast of the is-
sues affecting third world peoples. It
further reinforced my interest in the
social, political, religious and commu-
nity activities even while working in
the insurance and investment field.
As the executive director of Asian
American Resource Workshop, I hope
to draw upon the above exposures and
experiences to the utmost. I plan to
steer the Workshop in the course that
the founding members have chartered
for us. I look forward to organizing
the best of our resources and provide

leadership in the empowerment of
Asian American communities so that
we may reclaim our rights more fully
as U.S. citizens. I wish to work hard
toward increasing membership and to
help our members mutually respect
our diversity. Through AARW, I hope
to continue our task of building coa-
litions and developing a concrete
agenda for social change. I am greatly
encouraged by the support I’m receiv-
ing from the energetic staff and so-
cially committed and active Board
members. I believe together we can
create a sense of identity and dignity
to Asian Americans which would pre-
pare us to withstand and alter preju-
dice and discrimination that are preva-
lent in our society today. AARW, in
cooperation with other like-minded
organizations must remain at the fore-
front in fighting for justice, for the dis-
possessed and for the empowerment
of the powerless. l

...goodbye Michael |

=== {’s been aride. In the July 1990

Newsletter, I introduced myself
as the new executive director
of the Workshop. I now close

that circle. At the end of January, I will
resume as a simple member and part-
time consultant in Workshop activities.

I thank you for the time here. I

wanted to be able to encourage the Asian
American community into playing the
progressive role in society that it is ca-
pable of. The Workshop gave me that
chance; for that I'm extremely grateful.

When I took over, I wanted to en-

(Michael, cont. from previous page)

sure the continuity of the Workshop. It was fac-
ing difficult financial straits, washed over by the
State’s red ink. Much of our funding had come
from State arts funding, which had drastically
shrunk. I felt AARW made a unique contribu-
tion to Asian American communities locally and
nationally. Believe me, there is no other organi-
zation that we have found like AARW. We’ve
stabilized ourselves. In four and a half years,
we’ve nearly doubled our membership, started
an endowment, and broadened our sources of
income. We have a dedicated and growing staff.

Most importantly the AARW has fulfilled
its mission. It has contributed to empowering
Asian Americans. There are many such memo-
ries that stand out in my mind — the Korean and
African American relations forum at the
Kennedy School, building the Asian boat in
expletive freezing weather on City Hall Plaza
for First Night, the Long March to victory
around Parcel C, all the intricate and interesting
creativity of Welcome to Asian America, Day of
Remembrance and other cultural activities, re-
alizing the Asian American Agenda, bombard-
ing racist commentators in the papers and the
radios with phone calls, sitting on the stoop dis-
cussing cabbages and kings with the non-stop
smoking staff, and staying up late laying out a
newsletter or directory with Carlton at Beach
St. Like Calvin and Hobbes, the days were just
packed.

The new crew, Janet, Terri, Anne Marie,
Helen, and Lihbin, under Koshy Mathews will
guide AARW through interesting times. The
Workshop’s role can get only get more pivotal
as our community’s role becomes more pivotal.
The Board, under Howard Wong, Frank Mark,
and then Vivian Wu has been a source of con-
stancy and is playing an increasing role.

The biggest thing that I regret is that we
haven’t put more means to get members in-
volved in governance and active support. That
is our challenge.

In the July Newsletter, I also said ,“My main
claims to fame are probably 1) helping to found
the Workshop and the Boston Chinese Progres-
sive Association, and 2) marrying May Louie,
and becoming the father of Mark Liu...” I can
now add that I helped to run AARW.

I now go to my books to begin my disserta-
tion and to work on the Unity Organizing Com-
mittee. I'1l weigh how to best contribute to the
Workshop. With the new political tenor of the
times, we’ve got a lot of work to do. I’ll be join-
ing you with a new hat. W

"~ Drawing by Gee Quach & Lihbin Shiao
Concept from Theo Feng & Lihbin Shiao
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(November elections, cont. from p. 4) economy. Polarization of the labor force will
outnumber lawyers in Congress. also continue. Immigrants and people of color
What are the elected Republicans should prepare for more hostility.
planning? Their “Contract with Certainly there is no question that we must
America” describes complete assaults rally and build alliances. Our population is
against welfare, denial of rights to legal growing but is far short of our potential in-
as well as undocumented immigrants, an fluence. We need to build outward and reach
end to entitlements and social services other parts of the population — other com-
for the poor, disavowal of affirmative munities of color, women’s groups, gay
action and other remedies for minorities groups, those in education and human ser-
against institutional racism, and the af- vices — who realize that gross inequality and
firmation of white cultural values. Dur- imposed cultural values admit the failure of
ing the remainder of the Clinton acivilized society. We need to define our own
administration’s term the Republicans values for a vision for the U.S., based upon a
may settle for the reform of welfare and society that is already changed in its people,
a couple of other issues. Newt Gingrich its conditions, and its influences.
remarked that they only have ten months As Paul Watanabe said at the Asian
to pass legislation. However, such re- American Agenda Conference, “This is the
straint is intended to position themselves worst of times and the best of times to be
for taking the White House and a grander Asian American.” The threat of the worst of
scheme of replacing the liberal State as times is going back to the society that pro-
we know it. duced the Japanese American Internment
camps, the Chinese Exclusion Acts, and Dot
The Asian American Imperative Busters. We must be willing to overcome
We Asian Americans can expect the this period of fear and loathing to reach the
present trend to continue. The NAFTA promise of the best of times, a more open
and GATT trading agreements, which and equal society. A multicultural society, to
eliminate or lower international tariffs, many a white male’s dismay, is simply in-
will continue to further globalize the evitable, just, and more productive. W




he Asian Pacific American Agenda Coalition

Conference Report

by David Moy

against such backlashes unless they build effective coalitions

(APAAC) recently held it’s third annual conference around common issues within and among their communities and,
at UMASS/Boston, on November 18 and 19. The ultimately, with those of other racial, ethnic and linguistic mi-
two day event drew 200 participants from div- nority groups.

erse Asian Pacific American (APA) commun-

The Saturday activities specifically focused on the Asian

ities throughout the state. Titled the Leadership Pacific American agenda. Formulated at the initial APAAC con-

Conference: Moving the Agenda
Forward, the schedule of activi-
ties included a “business meet-
ing," open plenary and dinner on
Friday evening, followed by a
full day of issues forums, skills
workshops, and closing plenary
on Saturday.
The APAAC Body

The conference kicked off
‘with a “business meeting” to
present APAAC’s plan and by-
laws for incorporating as a legal
membership organization. The
move towards incorporation is
viewed as a necessary step in
maintaining and expanding the
work that has thus far been en-
tirely supported by volunteer

work and resources of agencies and individuals. Incorporation will

200 participants from diverse APA communities attended this
years APAAC conference on November 18-19, 1994 at UMASS
Boston.

provide a number of benefits including a stable, ongoing structure plenary.

for discussing, prioritizing, and advocating issues facing the APA
communities; a network for APA organizations and individuals to
meet and share ideas and resources and to facilitate collaborative
efforts; and, a vehicle for securing the necessary resources to sus-
tain the coalition’s effort on issues of concern to the APA commu-

nities.

The opening plenary set an overarching tone of optimism and
urgency for what was to be a “working” conference. Paul Watanabe,
co-director of the UMASS Institute for Asian American Studies,
spoke eloquently of the current “opportunities and challenges” for
APA communities. Specifically, the dramatic growth of APAs pro-
vides increasing possibilities for impacting the social, political and
economic policy debates that are important to our communities on
local, state, and national levels. Therein lies the challenge as well.
Corresponding with demographic changes is the increase in racist
and anti-newcomer sentiments, no better illustrated than the recent

ference and refined in the sub-
sequent mini-conference, the
agenda encompasses an ambi-
tious list of resolutions within
five areas of common concern
to the APA communities. These
areas include education, eco-
Y nomic development, human ser-

4 § vices, civil rights, community

§:’ development and empower-
2 ment. Facilitated by commu-
§ nity activists, forums in each of
™ the five areas were conducted
to gather participant’s input on
priorities and concrete strate-
gies, as well as their commit-
ment to follow through on the
action steps. The feedback from
each of the discussion groups

was summarized and subsequently reported out in the closing

New to the APAAC conference this year was the inclusion
of skills building workshops which followed the issues forums.
The workshops, again, led by experienced presenters and com-
munity activists, were intended to provide participants the op-
portunity to share and develop the various skills that are needed

within the APA communities and for the realization of the agenda.

. passage of proposition 187 in California. APAs cannot prevail

Workshop topics included accessing government services, inter-
community relations, grassroots organizing, lobbying, media/pub-
lic relations, and youth organizing.

In evaluating the conference, the general opinions of attend-
ees and conference organizers were very positive overall. As with
most events of this size, there were a few glitches. The rain on
Friday combined with an early conference start, dampened the
number of people attending the opening activities, especially those
traveling from faraway locales. Saturday, however, made up for
it with bright sunny skies and a greater number of enthusiastic

(Conference report, cont.onp. 11)

photos by Helen Lee

Civil Rights

by Andrew Leong

he late morning discussion group pri -

oritized the top three resolutions in de-
scending order: (1) address the rise in hate
crimes against APAs; (2) monitor and address
rising anti-immigrant sentiments, legislation,
and policies, and (3) build coalitions across
ethnic/racial/gender lines to secure civil rights
for everyone. The discussion focused on the
inter-relations between the first and second
resolution, i.e., the connections between anti-
immigrant legislation and a person’s personal
interpretation of those legislation in the form
of anti-Asian violence. A clear link has been
established with this connection when we ex-
amine the history behind the various anti-im-
migrant legislation (local, state-wide, or fed-
eral) and anti-Asian violence during the 19th
century.

Therefore, with the passage of proposi-
tion 187 in California, along with the proposed
Republican welfare reform agenda as it exists
in the “Contract with America,” we all need
to understand the link and be ready to deal with
the consequences.

The group also discussed the wide range
of hate crimes, that “hate speech” (although
legal under First Amendment protections) of-
ten might turn into action in the form of a “hate

(Civil Rights, cont.on p. 11)

above: conference attendees
review the APAAC agenda
document. Rght: Belser
Louie leads a discussion on
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Lobbying &
Empowerment
by Jeff Moy

he Lobbying and Empowerment
Workshop, facilitated by Leverett

‘Wong, Policy Analyst for the Massachu-

setts State Ways and Means Chairman,

Thomas Birmingham, was attended by 13

conference registrants ranging from high

school students to longtime community
activists.

It is clear that lobbying is a critical
element in the empowerment process for
the Asian Pacific American community.
Leverett Wong, facilitator of the Lobby-
ing and Empowerment Workshop, fo-
cused his workshop on the eleven essen-
tial steps of political lobbying and em-
phasizing that effective lobbying can be
achieved by the ‘non-professional’ lob-
byist. In fact, grassroots lobbying efforts
were often the most successful.

The first step to effective lobbying
is to identify the goal and objective,
“what is it that you want?” Too of-
ten groups come forward to com-
plain without a solid understanding
of the issues or a clear articulation
of their request. Knowing your is-
sue will impress those people in
power, capable of implementing

(Lobbying, cont. onp. 11)

Media &
Public Relations

by Koshy Mathews

elen Liu, the media consultant for

AARW, led the workshop on Me-
dia and Public relations using the fight
for Parcel C as a case study. Her analy-
sis of the role media played in this com-
munity struggle was extremely instruc-
tive. We learned how a relatively small
community could wrestle with entities
like the powerful City Government and
corporate giants like the New England
Medical Center by employing media to
its advantage.

We also learned what drives media
and what kind of stories are attractive
to reporters. The panel leaders, Sarah-
Ann Shaw of WBZ-TV and Marie
Gendron of the Boston Herald, noted the
wisdom of the community leaders in
making Parcel C issue a newsworthy
item by exploiting the media’s insatiable
appetite for conflict and adversity.

'We learned that no matter how wor-
thy and noble the cause is, media will
not be interested in a story unless it holds
some drama. In the case of Parcel C, the
story created public sympathy and out-
cry when the organizers strategically
placed the family and community inter-
ests of Chinatown against the backdrop
of the corporate interests of the Medical
Center.

The discussion with the reporters
was useful and informative as they
talked about the practical steps in get-
ting one’s story in the print and visual
media, doing press releases and estab-
lishing relationship with media. The ex-
ercise of selecting headlines for the front
page of a newspaper was instructive and
fun. Hand-out materials were excellent
and will serve as good referencepoints
in the future. All in all the workshop on
Media and Public relations was an ex-
tremely productive experience for at-
tendees. W
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(Conference report, cont. from p. 8)
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human rights and needs. Coupled with sev-
eral other federal initiatives: increased num-
ber of border guards, upped efforts to iden-
tify illegal immigrants and deport them, and
denial of deportation hearings to non-perma-
nent resident aliens as outlined by the federal
Crime Bill, Proposition 187 heralds a more
vigorous, state sanctioned war on immigrants
by requiring all government employees to
examine the legal status of any one suspected
of not having papers. Nowhere does Propo-
sition 187 define what suspicious people look
like; therefore, what once may have been con-
sidered harassment by police or city and state
employees, now has become mandated by
law. Proposition 187 targets Latinos, Afri-
cans and Caribbeans and Asians (the major-
ity of the last decade’s legal and illegal immi-
grants), permanent residents and U.S. citizens
who do not look white or speak with an ac-
cent.

The racist agenda outlined by Proposi-
tion 187 and the federal Crime Bill is poorly
masked. The increasing shift towards a po-
lice state where minorities and poor people
are suspect indicates a nation where wealthy
whites are struggling to devise “legal” meth-
ods to retain their power positions. The lan-
guage of 187 preys on peoples’ fears and ad-
vocates inhumane treatment for the “less de-
serving people of color” under the guise of
providing relief for those who have suffered
“personal damage” or “economic hardship.”
Politicians are exploiting people’s fear of eco-
nomic hardship, xenophobia, and voters’ ig-
norance of the U.S.’s impact in other coun-
tries to generate support for themselves as
political candidates. In California, Governor
Peter Wilson, a staunch supporter of Proposi-
tion 187, has used the media, playing images
of Mexican immigrants running across the
border to disguise and sell his/her agenda as
reforms for economic relief.

Immigrants generate jobs, spend dollars
supporting businesses and pay taxes like U.S.
citizens. At an anti-Proposition 187 meeting
in Boston, organized by the American Friends
and Service Committee one participant said,
“What would happen to the economy of these
cities if immigrants no longer did the jobs
which make the wealth for the wealthy?”
Despite evidence from multiple studies show-
ing that cities with large numbers of immi-
grants are actually doing better than cities
without many immigrants, the attack on im-

migrants continues relentlessly. “State of
Siege” remarks the pro-Proposition 187
group, the “Save the State” ballot initia-
tive (SOS) is using immigrants as scape-
goats for the the poor condition of the
economy in California (10/6/94). As
Charles H. Wheeler said to Robert Pear at
The New York Times, “Politicians are look-
ing for ways to save money...they take the
politically expedient and safe route of cut-
ting off a group of people on the basis of
citizenship, or lack of it. That sends a mes-
sage to these legal aliens that they are less
deserving.” The long-term negative con-

"Nowhere does
Proposition 187
define what sus-
picious people
look like..."

sequences of Proposition 187 are severe;
as 187 denies schooling and non-emer-
gency medical care to the state’s 1.7 mil-
lion undocumented immigrants, public
health of the general population in Cali-
fornia will likely take a dive as a result of
these cut offs. Emergency care could end
up costing the state more than basic care
and preventive measures like prenatal care,
immunizations, health education
(Newsweek, 12/5/94).

As many anti-Proposition 187 advo-
cates have pointed out, 187 is unconstitu-
tional on several counts. Judge Byrne said
to the New York Times on November 17:
“There are serious questions as to due-pro-
cess violations, liberty interests and also
property interests.” Federal Judge Matthew
Byrne, Jr issued “a temporary restraining
order on Wednesday [November 16]
against instituting most of the new law.”
However, “a state judge had already barred
enforcement of the provision to deny
schooling to illegal immigrants, which in
any case was not scheduled to go into ef-
fect until January 1995.” 187 violates the
1982 Supreme Court decision, Plyler v.
Doe, which said that illegal immigrants had

the right to free education, because its dep-
rivation has a “lasting impact . . . on the life
of a child.” On December 14th, Judge
Mariana Pfaelzer issued a preliminary in-
junction prohibiting the enforcement of the
following provisions of Proposition 187:
health, K-12 education, social services and
law enforcement. The verdict on a perma-
nent injunction could take months or even
years.

‘While immigrant advocate groups have
been trying to get information out to immi-
grant communities about the suspension of
187, hospitals and schools have reported a
marked decrease of immigrants seeking
medical care and attending school. Mean-
while, there have been reports of state and
city employers taking their own initiative
to enforce 187. Jan Adams, an anti-Propo-
sition 187 organizer says that the immigrant
advocate groups’ hotlines have been receiv-
ing constant reports on abuses of immigrants
even though the law is adjoined. A bus driver
in California refused to allow people who
he thought looked like immigrants to board
the bus saying, “I don’t have to serve
wetbacks anymore.” Likewise, State of
Siege reports “two-three anti-immigrant at-
tacks in San Diego County each month,” an
open-fire attack on a “street corner where
day-laborers congregate” and “organizing
against a grocery store with pro-immigrant
sentiment on their bags.”

Supporters of Proposition 187
Anne Marie Booth at the Asian Ameri-
can Resource Workshop said, “In a couple
decades, people will look back at Pete Wil-
son the way we look at Nazi war criminals
now.” Pete Wilson, the govemor of Cali-
fornia and a staunch supporter of Proposi-
tion 187, claims that 187 is meant to stop
illegal immigration by sending a message
to the federal level. However, the actual
provisions of 187 deny basic human rights.
“State of Siege” unmasks the support-
ers of Proposition 187. The strongest and
most vocal supporters of 187 are concen-
trated in areas least affected by the reces-
sion and/or California’s shifting
multicultural composition. The majority of
187 supporters are political candidates and
representatives looking for re-election riding
on public sentiment, white supremacists,
and English Only advocates. According to
exit polls, 59% of white voters in Califor-

nia voted for Proposition 187 in contrast to 41% of Asians and
African Americans. In the Chinese districts, 80% voted against
Proposition 187. However, many of these pro-187 supporters have
not really thought out the impact of 187 on their other agendas and
on the state and nation. “State of Siege” points out that SOS co-
author Harold Ezell runs a consulting firm which “arranges relo-
cations to Southern California for Korean and Taiwanese garment
manufacturers—an industry chronically dependent on undocumented
labor.” When asked about the children in school today, Ezell and
other 187 advocates say those children will be grandfathered. Al-
though the co-author of 187 acknowledges the necessity of this
provision to protect kids in school today, this provision is written
nowhere in the body of 187.

Organizing Against Proposition 187

Prior to November 8, anti-187 advocates formed a coalition
called Californians United Against Proposition 187 with a Latino,
a religious, and an Asian co-chair. Ignatius Bao, from Lawyers
Committee for Civil Rights, has been working to rally the Asian
American community against 187. Renee Saucedo (La Raza Cen-
tral Legal), Frank Martindo Campo (SEIU & Labor Council for
Latin American Advancement), and others have been organizing
in the Latino community. And Anita Wadhwani (Coalition for Im-
migrant and Refugee Rights and Services) and other immigrant
advocates have been representing the immigrant service organiza-
tions. Subsequent to the election, the organizations in the coali-
tion, civil rights attorneys, immigrant advocates, Latino civil rights
network, interfaith coalition, Asian American groups like Chinese
Progressive Association (SF), have been working in the area they
are good at and reporting to a coordinating meeting once every
two weeks. The theme of their organizing has been: “Human Rights
for Everyone.” Jan Adams stated that Northern California over-
whelmingly defeated Proposition 187 and that a “huge group of
people feel very alienated from what the state of California has
done. People are running around asking to be organized.” On
December 10, International Human Rights Day, a broad coalition
of groups state-wide sponsored successful rallies against Proposi-
tion 187. An Immigrants Rights Action Pledge has been signed by
1200 social service providers in Northern California. In a tabling
mobilization in San Francisco and the East Bay, another 1000 sig-
natures were obtained. In Northern California, SEIU, United Edu-
cators, and most county health department city administrators have
gone on record saying they will not implement 187.

The need to organize against Proposition 187 and similar
state and federal bills is especially needed in light of the Septem-
ber 23, 1994 “Contract with America,” Title IV-Restricting Wel-
fare for Aliens draft bill which the Republican Party has been as-
sembling to introduce on the federal level with the newly elected
Republican majority. This bill denies all aliens public welfare as-
sistance except for refugees under section 207 of the Immigration
and Nationality Act for six years and aliens a) lawfully admitted
for permanent residence, b) over 75 years of age, and c) having
resided in the U.S. for at least 5 years. This draft bill calls for
ineligibility of legal and illegal aliens for non-emergency services,
prenatal care, child welfare, school lunch programs, needy family
programs, public housing assistance, job training programs for dis-

advantaged adults and youth, low-energy assistance, emergency
food and shelter, over 60 programs. Apparently, a similar Demo-
cratic bill is also in the works.

In Massachusetts, Mario Davila with American Friends
Service Committee organized a meeting of 30 organizations
which formed a pro-immigration coalition. This broad-based
coalition is working to form a coherent message and campaign
against initiatives like Proposition 187 in Massachusetts and
nationally. The coalition is also doing outreach to other com-
munities and community organizations to create an even more
broad-based coalition. The Asian American Resource Workshop
is one of the organizations in the coalition.

(Interns, cont. fromp. 5)

by immersing us in the of the projects mentioned above. This
hands-on training in grassroots organizing is far removed from
the theories one learns in a classroom.

There are a few things that could be improved for next year’s
leadership program. First, the other interns and I would have
like to have had bigger decision making roles. Since most of the
projects that we worked on this past summer had already been
developed long before our program began, we suggest that there
be an independant project solely for the interns. Second, because
of the nature of community work, it was sometimes hard to draw
the line between friendship and work. If those lines are drawn
early in the program and each intern is held accountable for his/
her responsibilities, the working environment would be even
more productive and efficient.

Personally, I have come a long way since the beginning of
the program. Since it ended, I have gotten involved with other
programs and organizations such as CAPAY and the Chinatown
Coalition. I have built ties to many people who work in the com-
munity and find myself in a supportive network of co-workers
and friends. For me this internship has been great. I have been
able to get out of it all that I wanted and hopefully, all that AARW
wanted me to learn. Thanx Guys. l

(Welcome to Asian America, cont. from p. 10)

photographer/computer artist; Genara Banzon and Riti
Sachdeva, Filipina and Indian American installation artists;
Joanna Kao, Chinese American printmaker; Helen Liu, AARW’s
veteran videographer; AARW staff person Helen Lee, filmmaker
emergentia as the project coordinator; and Wen-ti Tsen, who will
continue as the artistic director. This is of course just a start. Over
fifty people have already participated in the dialogue and offered
ideas, but like the last time, many many more are needed to make
the project truly come alive—artists to make images, people to
write stories, hands to sew and build, histories and pictures to
bring forward, friends to work together...

If you can make a commitment large or small and are
interested in participating in this community art project, call Helen
at 426-5313. Questions or ideas? call Wen-ti at 547-2965. B

by Wen-ti Tsen




Community

Workshop
Development

by Zenobia Lao

he community development workshop led by Suzanne
Lee drew not only community activists, but also many col-
lege students, people who had not been quite so active in
community activities, people from other parts of New En-
gland and high school students —quite a nice range for a
discussion on community development. It was exciting to
see so many newcomers and young people. It seems like we
are really moving the agenda forward. The question for the
workshop was who is the community?

In trying to answer the question “who is the commu-
nity?”, everyone seemed to agree that there was a global and
a local definition of the term “community.” Participants who
picked the global definition of “community” —all Asian
American communities in the United States— seemed to be
intellectual types, affiliated with academic institutions and
less active in grassroots organizing. Conversely, participants
who were more active in grassroots organizing tended to
define “community” in less abstract terms (e.g. Boston
Chinatown rather than the Chinese community in Massachu-
setts.) This, of course, does not necessarily mean that one
definition is right and the other wrong.

To me, the discussion was rather frustrating because it
was cluttered with jargons and intellectual definition which
I don’t believe befit a discussion on community develop-
ment. I agreed with Suzanne that first, one had to first under-
stand the community, be a part of it before talking about com-
munity development. One cannot just walk into a commu-
nity, proclaim that he or she is there to help and expect to be
embraced immediately by the community. I believe in build-
ing a wall from the ground up, brick by brick, and that should
be the gist of community development. Il
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(Culture War, cont. from p. 3)

survival; these groups were positioned to take advantage of
eighties political life. The unprecedented emphasis on
multiculturalism and the increased hunger for images of
“underrepresented” communities. .. created a space for new
work and new practitioners.”

Many suspect that the NEA cuts, though an internal
decision, was a politically motivated one. (After hearing Newt
Gingrich criticize independent media arts as “obscene” or
“left-wing” work and blackballing public television, which
he wants to privatize into just another money hungry machine,
calling it a “small group of elitists who want to tax all the
American people so they get to spend money.” (Globe, 1/19/
95). “ can you blame us?) P.O.V., a PBS series that show-
cases independently produced documentaries, has won sev-
eral emmys and was nominated last year for the National Tele-
vision Critic’s Association Award for Best Public Affairs Pro-
gram. Mark Weiss, a long-time advocate of media arts and
co-producer of P.O.V. explicitly points out that right-wingers
have a stake in making sure that independent media works
are not produced or else not shown. Weiss cites the unleashed
fury over Marlon Riggs’ 1991 documentary Tongues Untied
as evidence that “all is not well in the land of freedom of
expression. Right-wing groups attacked stations in their own
communities all over the country when Tongues Untied was
broadcast. The idea that a black homosexual has anything to
say is impossible to these people They want to keep the dis-
cussion narrow, to homogenize it.” The film was subsequently
excised from a number of American markets.

NAMAC and AIVF are two organizations with a long
history of advocacy work, challenging the powers that be to
either leave them alone or to let them speak. “It flies in the
face of stated priorities of the Endowment. Re-ganting pro-
grams have been exceptionally effective at delivering sup-
port to worthy artists in every state of the nation, something
the Endowment was unable to do directly,” said NAMAC co-
president Tom Burrup. Burrup’s co-colleague Margaret Caples

adds,“the abolition of the Media Arts Fund guarantees the
demise of smaller media organizations, especially organiza-
tions of color.“ Executive director Ruby Lerner at AIVF
points out what has been jeopardized by the funding cuts,
“Perhaps, most important, these regrant programs have been
case studies of cultural democracy in action. Not the rhetoric
of cultural democracy, but the reality.” Yet despite the under-
standing and personal empowerment that this reality might
mean, senators and congressman have determined to under-
mine the very thing NEA and public television had set out to
accomplish. I suspect it is cultural democracy that those men
on the hill are afraid of. The irony astounds me. H

The AARW warmly thanks these new donors for their
support and generosity. Welcome to the club!
Thomas & May Chin
Suzanne Lee & Tak Matsusaka
Helen Chin Schlichte

We gratefully acknowledge the continued support and
generosity of these 100 Club members:

Siu Wai Anderson & Richard Stroshane
Paul & Phoebe Bock
George & Assunta Cha
Hingman Chan
David & Jewel Chin
James & Mary Inashima
Albert Lau
Helen Liu
Il Yung & Kyung Hui Lee
Paul & Mary Lee
Chi Chi Wu & Andrew Leong
Jeff Moy
Judy Chin Su & Joseph Su
Victoria Wu
Leonard Zakim/Anti-Defamation League

Siu Wai Anderson & Richard Stroshane***, Anonymous, Paul
& Phoebe Bock***, George & Assunta Cha & Family****,
Christina Chan & Marcus Yee*, Hingman Chan***, Caroline
Chang**, Samantha Chen, Annette Chin & Alan Chu*, Annie
Chin & Thomas Louie**, David & Jewel Chin***, Thomas &

100 Club

May Chin, Margaret Chin & Perry Pong*, Thomas & May
Chin****, Libby Chiu**, Doreen Chong***, Arlene Chung,
Mary Ni & Lawren Daltroy, Fred Dow & Shirley Mark***,
Anna Fang**, Elaine Fong*, Reiko Foster, Pam & Tim Fujita-
Yuhas**, Willard Hall*, A.Y. & Janice Hibino, Thomas &
Mary Ann Hibino**, Maya Honda & Wayne O’Neil***,
Caroline Huang*, Paul Huang****, David Henry Hwang?,
James & Mary Inashima****, Gish Jen & David O’Connor*,
Norman & Agnes Jen**, Christopher Johnson, Nelson
Kiang***, Peter Kiang****, Theodore Kim**, Albert Lau****, I
Yung & Kyung Hui Lee****, Paul & Mary Lee**, Vivian Wai-
Fun Lee*****, Chi Chi Wu & Andrew Leong**, George
Leung**, Ramsay & Joan Liem*, Helen Liu****, Michael Liu
& May Louie****, Hao Li Tai Loh & Evan Loh***, Lydia
Lowe**, Sunita Mani, Anthony & Judy Mark**, Frank
Mark****, Jason Mark**, Yuko Matsukawa, Suzanne Lee &
Tak Matsusaka, Bernadette Yao-McEachern & Michael
McEachern****, Peng-Siu & Elaine Mei**, Don Misumi, Jeff
Moy****, Steve Ng**, Suzanne Pan***, William Poon™*, Janice
Sakai, David & Maryellen Sakura, Horace Seldon****, Wei
Lee Shia, Frances Srulowitz***, Judy Chin Su & Joseph Su***,
May & Tetsuo Takayanagi****, Debbie Tom, Lily Lawn
Tsao**, Wen-ti Tsen***, Jacqueline Whipple***, Deanna &
Reginald Wong*, Michael Wong, Vivian Wu Wong &
Howard Wong**, Alan & Caroline Wu*, Victoria Wu****,
Margaret Yamamoto & Mark Hopkins**, Mira Yamaoka,
Earl Yen**, Leonard Zakim/Anti-Defamation League*

(* = 2-yr member; ** = three-yr member; *** = four-yr
member; **** = five-yr member)

Asian American Resource Workshop Membership Application

If you wish to receive the newsletter each month and keep up-to-date with issues affecting the Asian
American community here in New England, as well as nationwide, please join us. Tax-deductible donations
are also appreciated. Your contributions support programs, services, and resources.

Name

Agency
Address

City. State

Zip Code Phone

Expertise/Interests

£50 0.5 %100 Club

____ $35Regular/Individual

__$50 Institution/Family

__ $15 Low-Income/Student
$ Additional Donation

(Donors should see if their workplace
has a matching gifts program)

Make checks payable to the AARW and send to 160 Kneeland St. 2/F, Boston, MA 02111.
Thank You!



Welcome to the following new and renewing members:

Nadine Abraham-Thompson/Phillips Exeter Academy, Genara Banzon, Paula Bock, Fran Brangman/Town of
Weymouth, Hingman Chan, Ping Kam Chan, Leslie Kim & Pancho Chang, Rocky & May Chin, Thomas &
May Chin, Joan May Cordova, Nicki Croghan, Sarah Derby, Jeannie Diefenderfer, Robin Riley Fast, Anne-
Gerard Flynn, Julie Gamponia, MaryAnna Domokos-Cheng Ham, Rudolph Hermosa, ].D. Hokoyama/LEAP,
Mary Lee Hood, Ruth & William Hsiao, M.F. Hsu/Multi-Cultural Minority Assn., Caroline Huang, Jane Imai,
James & Mary Inashima, Jiro & Tama Ishihara, Yin-Chun Andrew Kao, Joanna Kao, Nelson Yuan-sheng
Kiang, Gilbert Kim, Chester Koh, Howard Koh, MD, Albert Lau, Thuy Le, Ada S. Lee, Il Yung & Kyung Hui
Lee, Paul & Mary Lee, Thomas Hun-tak Lee, Nora Lester, Iping Liang, Lawrence Limb, Eleanor Ling,
Josephine Lok, Theresa Lui, Bev Lum, Jason Mark, June Mark, Koshy Mathews, Suzanne Lee & Tak
Matsusaka, Oscar & Therese Medua & Family, Eileen Meny, Tsui Moy, Aya Murata/Phillips Academy, Steve
& Stella Ng, Mai Nguyen, Janet Gee & Stephen Nishino, Wallace & Sarah Oshiro, Linda Ott, Sang Pak, Arlene
Reidinger, Barbara Rubel/ Tufts University, Yoshiro Sanbonmatsu, Ann Seitz, Richard Sheehan, Richard Siu,
Carlton & Terri SooHoo, Siu Wai Anderson & Richard Stroshane, Thompson-Isaacs Family, Tracey Tsugawa,
Karen Umemoto, Ty Unno, Yu Mui Wan, Ming Wei, Linda Wing, Eileen Wong, Philip & Joy Wong, Caroline &
Alan Wu, Cecilia Wu, Jean Wu, Stephen Wu, Victoria Wu, Albert & Bonnie Yee, Kenny & Genny Yee, Jeffrey
Young, Jessie Yuan

Special thanks to the following for their generous contributions and donations:

Asian Task Force Against Domestic Violence, AT&T, Bank of Boston, Paul & Phoebe Bock, George & Assunta
Cha, Hingman Chan, David & Jewel Chin, Thomas & May Chin, Tom Chung, Community Works, Mary Ni &
Lawren Daltroy, Simon Fong, Julie Gamponia, Mary Lee Hood, Margaret Yamamoto & Mark Hopkins, Ruth
& William Hsiao, James & Mary Inashima, Dorinne Kondo, Albert Lau, Il Yung & Kyung Hui Lee, Paul &
Mary Lee, Chi Chi Wu & Andrew Leong, Helen Liu, June Mark, Suzanne Lee & Tak Matsusaka, Jeffrey C.
Moy, New England Medical Center, Peter Park, Mi-Ra Lee Sané, Helen Chin Schlichte, Rachel Sing, Richard
Siu, Siu Wai Anderson & Richard Stroshane, Judy Chin Su & Joseph Su, The New England, U.S. Trust Com-
pany, Cynthia & Bobby Wong, Margaret Woo, Victoria Wu, D.L. Yee, Leonard Zakim/Anti-Defamation
League

The AARW is a non-profit, tax-exempt organization funded, in part, by the Boston Foundation,
Boston Globe Foundation, Episcopal City Mission/ Burgess Urban Fund, C.J. Huang Foundation,
Hyams Foundation, Massachusetts Cultural Council, New England Foundation for the Arts,
Polaroid Foundation, and Reebok Foundation. The AARW is a member of Community Works.
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